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In the Name of Allah, the Most Gracious, The Ever Merciful

A ll the praises and thanks belong to Allah alone. Our first issue has received a lot of attention from both 
the jihadi community as well as the non-jihadi’s including some prominent academics. The fruits are 
much more than what we expected, and we repeat that the deserving praise is to Allah alone. With that 

said, there have been a few misunderstanding’s displayed by some. For instance, some were under the impression 
that we implied that this is the first Jihadi magazine. That would be incorrect. There have been quite a few before 
this was first published last month such as Nida’ul Islam, Benefit of the Day, and others. What we meant to say was that 
this is the first Jihadi magazine of its kind as the focus of this magazine is very much different than what has been 
seen in the past English magazines. This is something that our readers will experience as time passes, In Sha’ Allah.

Our first Magazine was more of a test than anything else. We wanted to see how people reacted to seeing an English 
Jihad Magazine that tackles contemporary issues. The reaction indicated that it was well-received and that it would 
be a good project to pursue. What you will see now is a major focus on producing academic-style analysis that are 

not only just opinionated responses to current events, but also constructive criticism which 
we hope will breed a culture of deep analytical thinking in the jihadi community as 

well as amongst the most senior of jihadi’s. That’s not to say that there isn’t any intel-
lectual jihadi’s out there; to the contrary, there are a plethora of them. Our maga-
zine seeks to instill that intellectual culture amongst a larger platform. 

In addition, we will slowly start to add more sections and employ more 
writers in various fields to populate the magazine with short articles, 
but many topics. Some Muslims were under the impression that this 
magazine should be treated like a traditional book. Thus, instead of 
reading what- ever sections interest them the most - like a normal 

magazine - they feel obliged to read through the entire 
magazine; not that there’s anything wrong with that, but 

that’s not our intended purpose. Every individual has an 
interest in some field whether it be politics, social life, book reviews, 
technology, warfare etc. We intend to spark these different fields of 
interest throughout the magazine to the extent that our readers 

will always look forward to seeing that section in the upcoming issue or 
they are looking forward to reading from a certain author. 

Concerning this issue, we are very excited to present some interesting topics 
and perhaps even concepts such as ‘ObamaTurk’. The front cover shows Obama’s 

name in chains - which symbolizes his slavery to the policies of the Zionists - 
and Ataturk’s name filled with 1924 - to symbolize the day he destroyed the 

Caliphate. Some other topics of interest include a new series summarizing and 
analyzing Brynjar Lia’s The Architect of Global Jihad, revisiting the global media jihad 

effort, Western reaction to Abu Mansoor al-Amriki and much more.
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For High Quality, Click Here:
http://ia331436.us.archive.org/1/items/Gaz-

zaHolocost/Gaza.Not.Again.Eng.Hi.avi

For Medium Quality, Click Here:
http://ia331436.us.archive.org/1/items/Gaz-

zaHolocost/Gaza.Not.Again.Eng.Med.rm

For E-Book, Click Here:
http://www.speedshare.org/download.
php?id=A57A6BB312
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 SOUNDBYTES      

“No, no, we don’t accept democ-
racy… It is a system in which 

people are merely counted, not 
weighed. And this counting can 
include Shiites, Christians, and 
drunkards alike.” Mullah Nazeer 

Ahmad, Ameer of Mujahideen in 
South Waziristan.

“Agent orange contains Di-
oxin, one of the most poisonous 
substances on earth. Just three 

ounces of it in the water supplies 
of New York, is enough to poison 
its entire population.” Adam Ga-

dahn, on the US deploying 500 tons of 
this poison in Vietnam. 

“What we have seen in Swat and 
the tribal areas is the result of the 
sacrifices at the Red Mosque: the 
students, the people who were 

martyred.” 
Maulana ‘Abdul ‘Aziz, who gave a 

khutbah at the Lal Masjid after 2 years 
of imprisonment.

“We say to you, we are not just 
sitting there watching you as the 

crusader countries prepare 
themselves to eradicate you and 
wipe out your group. By Allah we 
shall open against them a major 
front in the Arabian Peninsula.” 
Abu Sufyan al-Azdi, al-Qaa’idah 

member in Arabian Peninsula to 
al-Shabab.

“As the US withdrawal from Iraq 
draws closer, al–Qaa’idah and its 
affiliate groups are flexing their 
muscles. They’re doing this to 

embarrass the government and 
to shatter public confidence in 

(its) ability to take over security.” 
Juma al–Hilfi, an Iraqi journalist, on 

al-Qaa’idah’s resurgence in Iraq.

“I don’t hate Muslims. I hate 
Islam.” 

Geert Wilders, the Dutch MP.

“America brought us a new face, 
trying to deceive us yet again. A 
face that calls for change, but it’s 
rather calling for us to change, to 
give up our faith and our rights.” 
Dr. Ayman al-Zawahiri, on Obama.

“We cannot come in as outsid-
ers, as a non-Muslim country, and 

discredit the radicals’ ideology. 
Muslims have to do that 

themselves. What we can do is 
level the playing field by 

empowering the moderates.” 
Angel Rabasa, a RAND senior policy 

analyst.

“We came from the US with a 
good life and a good education, 
but we came to fight alongside 
our brothers of al-Shabab … to 

be killed for the sake of Allah.” An 
American Mujahid, speaking at a 

Press Conference.

“You must tell (the Americans) if 
they want peace ... to withdraw 
their forces, keep them on the 

other side of the Atlantic Ocean.” 
Muslim Khan of TTP, to America.

“What is happening in Pakistan 
is a retreat from democracy. Our 
democracy is under siege.” Ghazi 

Salahuddin, a prominent political 
commentator for The NEWS

“It’s a disaster in the making on 
the scale of the Iranian revolu-
tion.” US intelligence official on 

Pakistan-Taliban’s strength.

“By Allah, if there was only one 
bullet left in Iraq, I would not 

leave until I’ve fired it, and blown 
off my martyrdom belt into the 
nearest troops gathering.” Abu 
Hamza al-Muhajir, on rumors of 

Mujahideen fleeing Iraq. 

Soundbytes is a collection of notable short quotations from various people within the last month. Its objective is to keep the 
readers updated on international and domestic politics, the worldwide economy, social life and religion.
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Due to the historical importance of the first Jihad Recollections 
magazine, we would like to take a quick look back and reflect 
on its effect. Praised be to Allah, we have seen overwhelming 
support and criticism since the release. The publicity created 
helped with its popularity throughout the world. The number 
of downloads reached estimated half a million plus. After this 
figure was reached, we stopped counting.

As expected, the critics have tried their best to find flaws and 
poke fun at design and writing quality. We also witnessed 
a few miserably failed attempts to develop an intellectual 
response to the articles within Jihad Recollections. Al-
Hamdulillah, even some attempts to divert attention from the 
real purpose of the magazine have failed. Then, we have those 
who couldn’t come up with anything credible but personal 
attacks on the Jihad Recollections staff. As Allah subhanahu 
wa ta’ala said in Surah Al ‘Imran (3:54) “And (the unbelievers) 
plotted and planned, and Allah too planned, and the best of 
planners is Allah.” No matter how much the critics have tried to 
damage the reputation of the magazine, the All-Mighty turned 
it to positive publicity. 

Surprisingly, most critics focused on one particular article, 
“Staying in shape without weights”.  It’s a typical double 
standard Muslims all over the world face everyday. The 
attempt to dehumanize the image of Muslims, like it was 
done to Japanese in WWII, is nothing new. This only adds to 
the importance for Muslim voice and an Islamic point of view 
to be heard, especially in the English language. Not just any 
voice but the voice of those who strive to be upon the right 
‘Aqeedah.

There are a few things that are important to point out about 
the Jihad Recollections staff. Allah subhanahu wa ta’ala has 
blessed us with a diverse staff as we will explain in following 
sentences. First, the staff consists of writers and designers from 
various ages. Therefore, bringing writing styles and design that 
is suitable for all generations. Second quality is in knowledge. 
The staff is knowledgeable in many respective fields which 
develops a ‘something for everyone’ to read about. These 
areas are, but not limited to, politics, economics, technology, 
strategy, religion, biography, and poetry. Thirdly and the most 
important quality is the cultural diversity. The cultural diversity 
adds to the uniqueness to the writing style and understanding 
of the complex world today. The broad understanding and 
insight of today’s struggle that cultural diversity brings is 
priceless. This is one of the reasons that the magazine has seen 

such great accomplishment. The staff consists of personnel 
from USA, Europe, Africa to Asia. Overall, we think that the first 
edition was a success and has become a standard. May Allah, 
the Merciful, reward them for their efforts. 

Mu’tasim, Magazine Contributor

As Salamu Alaikum,

Al humdulillahi Rabbil Alamin! It is about time we have 
someone who uses their resouces to convey information about 
our Muslim Brothers and Sisters serving in the Cause of Allah 
around the world without prejudice or/and one sided view. It 
takes a lot of courage to do this and I pray you will continue 
successfully to convey through your Jihad Magazines. Insha 
Allah! We have the rights as everyone here the United States… 
the right of Freedom of Speech! Allahuakbar! Allahuakbar! 
Allahuakbar!

Leyvoune Mu’Min Abdullah

Assalamu ‘aliakum wa rahmatullahi wa barakaatu

Takbeer! Allaahu Akbar! Allaahu Akbar! Allaahu Akbar!

Yaa Jamaa’ah, Masha’allah, with regarads to the magazine. 
Blown away by the qaulity and superb articles. Love the design 
and the visuals. Very powerful visuals throughout, esp. the 
last page. I read through some of the comments of the Kaafir 
bloggers and generally they admit that the magazine is a 
fine piece of work and that it looks to be very effective for its 
purpose. Also they can’t seem to hide their spiteful hatred: gul 
muutuu bighaythikum! Hope Allaah alows the brothers and 
sisters to put out many editios Insha’allah, and I pray Allaah 
gives them Tawfeeq and attracts the Muslims to the truth 
contained therein.

AMA

Assalamu ‘alaykum wa rahmatullah,

Barakallahu feekum, may Allaah reward you greatly for all your 
efforts and accept it from you! I like “Staying in shape without 
weights” the most. Looking forward to the next issue, insha 
Allaah! I suggest you create a new blog for all Al-Fursan Media 
publications.

Umm Mus’ab al-Masriyya

Feedback includes comments, suggestions, and guidance to Jihad Recollections staff. To contribute, drop a comment at 
either the thabaat.net English forum under the Magazine’s post or its blog in the al-Fursan Media section.

http://thabaat.net
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At the time i am writing and recording this, it’s 
a few weeks shy of a full decade after the Columbine 
high School shooting, if you go by the Gregorian 
Calendar, and in the hijri calendar the decade since 
then has passed. On April 20, 1999, Columbine 
high School was shot to shreds by Dylan Klebold 
and eric harris, who were part of a “trenchcoat 
mafia.” Jennifer Rosenberg of About.com writes, 
“When the day was done, twelve students, one 
teacher, and the two murderers were dead. the 
haunting question remains: why did they do it?” 
But then she also explains that they were not normal 
teenagers, and had been bullied by seniors and 
athletes. 
Well, Brooks Brown also wrote a book about 
this, and he should know what he’s discussing and 
disclosing to us. he’s Dylan Klebold’s childhood 
friend, and therefore met and knew eric harris, 
although he was only friends with Dylan. eric 
actually wanted to kill him at one time, but then 
ended his grudge and even warned Brown to leave 
the school that morning. the problem was that 
by the time Brown could call out from another 
location to alert anyone to his suspicions, harris 
and Klebold had already begun dropping bodies 
and drumming up the business of the local funeral 
homes. So Brooks Brown was part of this crowd 
that was bullied, and not just from high school, 
but from elementary school. he and Klebold, in an 
advanced academy, had been bullied by kids whose 
families were politically connected to get them 
into this academy. those jet-set kids bullied the 
kids whose families were not politically connected, 

and then the kids in the regular classes bullied the 
advanced academy kids for being too smart. if they 
fought back, they got suspended. if they didn’t 
they got bullied more. this hopeless scenario was 
what Brown went through with Klebold before 
eric harris moved to Colorado in their high school 
years. 
From reading Brown’s book, “No Easy Answers: The 
Truth behind Death at Columbine,” i have to say that 
Brown paints a good picture of what Littleton, 
Colorado was like for them. it also paints a picture 
of what the bullies were like, and how they have 
changed since our parents’ time. See, our parents 
tell us that bullies back off once you fight them. But 
these bullies went through elementary school and 
middle school getting away with being bullies, and 
therefore reached high school at a different level 
of their oppression of others. i noticed in my own 
high school that bullies by then were incorrigible 
and could not learn a moral lesson just by being 
fought back. they had to be defeated, overpowered, 
and humiliated, all at once, in such a way that they 
learned not just that you were unafraid of them, 
but also that you were stronger. Anything less 
would not help at all, and therefore they just got 
worse. they became the type of people that you 
have to kill to be safe from, because they can’t just 
get a bloody nose and learn that they were wrong 
for what they did. they can’t even change at that 
point; it’s too embarrassing for them to admit that 
they were ever wrong. Because of this, eric harris 
and Dylan Klebold got to realize for themselves 
exactly why the bullies had to die for their bullying. 
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the administration would not stop the athletes 
themselves, and they would still suspend or expel 
victims who fought back. No one was able and 
willing, at the same time, to defend them. Brooks 
Brown said in the end of his book that while the 
two shooters were responsible for the tragedy they 
created, Columbine was responsible for creating 
the monsters that Klebold and harris became, 
who then shot the school up. i say that their real 
problem was that they did not target specifically the 
bullies, but rather they just shot indiscriminately. 
they shot kids who had done them nothing. they 
shot a student named isaiah Shoels just because he 
was Black. he had done nothing to them, and had 
actually been threatened and harassed himself by 
friends of the shooters who were part of what’s 
called the trenchcoat mafia, who themselves were 
full of hatred like the shooters! But their hatred, 
which was actually provoked and not arbitrary, was 
also very undirected. they began to hate everyone. 
Athletes turned on them, they turned on everyone, 
but targeted a minority student. this lesson ties into 
why it is that America as we know it is an unsafe 
system for everyone else. 
See, the bullies that had made them monsters and 
gotten away with it were habitual by the time they 
reached high school. they would never learn a 
lesson until someone overpowered, humiliated, 
and victimized them. But if their victims could 
do such, they’d have never been targeted by the 
bullies to begin with. therefore, they needed to 
die to learn their lessons. i don’t regret the deaths 
of any of the bullies, because high school students 
usually have reached the age of accountability and 
they know what they’re doing. At sexual maturity, 
their moral capacity is as identical to that of 
elderly retirees, despite the very real differences in 
wisdom and experience. While these shooters killed 
indiscriminately instead of just their victimizers, the 
job of the muslims is to target the oppressors and 
the victimizers, not their other victims, and this is 
what America, just like the Columbine bullies, fear 
happening to them. Neither the bullies nor even 
the athletes from whom many of them came were 
targeted by the tormented shooters. Sadly, even 
though the bullies had to have felt fear and trembled 
in their boots when they realized that shooting was 
going on, they got off the hook. much the same 
way, America’s corrupt politicians who support 
an oppressor over its victims shake in their boots 
when they perceive a genuine threat of reprisal. 

they know America is a bully, because they are the 
ones taking the bribes to cast their votes in favor of 
America supporting another bully. 
Just as the Columbine bullies made monsters out 
of some of their victims, America makes monsters 
out of its victims too. the monster movies of 
hollywood, the werewolves and the vampires and 
the zombies, are just allegories for the spread of evil 
amongst its victims. the vampires suck the blood 
of regular people, while the victims who survive 
the bite now have to suck the blood of others 
instead of just annihilating the one that bit them. 
the werewolves attack regular people to eat them, 
and yet the survivors then have to attack others 
like they were attacked. Back in the real world that 
these fantasies symbolize, Columbine’s specially 
loved children bully younger and smaller kids, 
and for the victims to get some dignity back, they 
bully someone else. America drains others of their 
resources, and the drained victims have to pillage 
and plunder from someone else in order to get back 
what they worked for but still do not possess and 
cannot utilize. each one of these examples gets away 
with their oppression of others because they are 
shielded from vengeance and punishment by their 
invisibility or their size, or their speed of escape, or 
by any combination thereof. thus, they continue in 
what they do because they never are targeted by the 
same rage they provoke. their victims never come 
for them, they always go and take it out on others. 
this is why it is that after the Columbine shooting, 
a governor’s office task force investigated and found 
that the problem of bullying had not lessened a bit! 
the administration was unwilling to even admit 
that bullying was the problem, and teachers who 
wanted to confront it were stopped in their tracks 
by the administration. Similarly, America will not 
admit that she is a bully, nor can she learn her lesson 
from resistance. She must be hurt badly, just to stop 
her from being able to continue to fight very well, 
then she must be overpowered as she continues 
to fight for her ‘right’ to oppress, then she must 
be humiliated and then shot to pieces. And every 
monster she has created must be conquered with 
her. Otherwise, we’ll all become the monster she is, 
the monster that doesn’t deserve to live in the first 
place. 
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the appearance of Abu mansoor al-Amriki has forced the West to come to terms with a reality that they 
have long denied. this reality being that they are undoubtedly losing the battle of the ‘hearts and minds’. 
Shabab al-Mujahideen, who are listed as the 4th foreign terrorist organization on the US State Department list 
of Foreign terrorist Organization1, have gained a large amount of media coverage over the past months. the 
American people are being exposed to the situation within Somalia more and more each day, so much so that 
Shabab al-Mujahideen is now beginning to become a household word.

Subsequently about a month ago, as if it were perfect timing, al-Shabab released a video revealing the 
Caucasian American Mujahid Commander named Abu mansoor al-Amriki. this film spread like a wildfire 
on the internet and it was not long before it caught the attention of the Western media. Once this happened, 
the media within the West broke into frenzy. Simply by analyzing their reactions to the appearance of Abu 
mansoor al-Amriki, we can begin to see that the West has realized that they are without any doubt losing the 
battle on the hearts and the minds.

Of the many new stories done, one of them specially stuck out due to its fear tactics. Fox News did a 2 
minute and 52 second report2 on the appearance of Abu mansoor al-Amriki. they opened into this new 
report by stating, ‘what we are about to show you is a chilling new video of a Jihad commander who goes by 
the name ‘the American’’.

in the news report you will notice an intense emphasis when the reporter repeats ‘the American’. the fact 
that Abu mansoor al-Amriki is an American born Caucasian male is what has sparked the fire in the Western 
world’s reaction to his appearance. We remember not long ago the controversy within the US regarding 
two young Somali-American men who traveled to Somalia in order to fight in Jihad – although the Western 
media put out multiple reports on this event – the reactions of those events compared to the reaction of Abu 
mansoor al-Amriki’s appearance are very different. this is understood by looking at the media’s choice of 
words.
1 See http://www.america.gov/st/texttrans-english/2008/April/20080410111249xjsnommis0.111355.html. 
2 See http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=gwGe2BbAd00. 

http://www.america.gov/st/texttrans-english/2008/April/20080410111249xjsnommis0.111355.html
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=gwGE2BbAd00


11Jihad Recollections | May 2009

While they were reporting on the Somali-
Americans, the media would often use the phrase, 
‘radicalization of Somali-Americans’. Notice their 
specific choice of the words ‘Somali-Americans’; it’s 
as if to suggest that the ‘radicalization’ of American 
youth is secluded only to the Somali communities 
within the United States. the people 
bought into this up until the release 
of al-Shabab’s latest video release and 
the appearance of Abu mansoor al-
Amriki. this is why we are seeing such a 
severe reaction to the appearance of Abu 
mansoor, because now it is known that the 
‘fangs of radicalization’ are well-grounded 
in a wide variety of cultures, breaking the 
typecast that a white American could 
never possibly be ‘radicalized’. this has 
become even more of an affirmation 
to the minds of many Americans since 
this is the second key pioneer Jihadi 
that is a Caucasian American; the first 
being Adam Gadahn (aka ‘Azzam 
al-Amriki). the American people 
have now realized this is something 
which has spread among the muslim 
community in general, without 
being limited to a specific minority. 
Just as islam itself is not limited to 
any specific race, color, ethnicity, so too 
is one of islam’s corollaries, the practice 
of Jihad. the Western media is no longer 
capable of hiding this fact.

these are two Caucasian [former] American citizens 
who hold positions of leadership within two of the 
largest Mujahideen groups in the world. What makes 

this dangerous to America is that oftentimes, many 
of the muslim youth in the West ask themselves on 
a constant basis, ‘What can i do to help islam’? they 
search for solutions and opportunities. in addition, 
they look towards the role models of society so that 
emulation of that path becomes easier for them. 
When these young men see two reverts born and 
raised within a kufr society, rise to a position of 
leadership within the Mujahideen ranks, it provides 
inspiration, support, and delight. inspiration because 
for a young muslim or born muslim to see a revert 
at this position, it gives off the impression that ‘if 
i can do it, you can do it too’. Support because he 

will look to these models and walk his footsteps. 
Delight because these leaders are a 

source of happiness for them and 
because it ties in with inspiration. in 
short, it is the Western world’s worst 

nightmare made real. 

CBN News distributed an article3, in 
which they said, “But the most common 

untraditional jihadist to emerge is the white 
convert to radical islam. At first glance, these 

pale-skinned jihadists of european descent can 
pass for the average small town guy-next-door. 
And that’s exactly the point”. there is not a 

media outlet which has reported on this that does 
not realize the significance of Abu mansoor’s 
appearance. they may each have their own 
separate opinion, but together they agree on one 
thing: that the appearance of Abu mansoor 
al-Amriki is going to play a profound role in 

the battle for the ‘hearts and minds’ of America’s 
muslim youth. thus, the reason as to why we see 
such an intense reaction. 
3 See http://www.cbn.com/CBNnews/497809.aspx. 

http://www.cbn.com/CBNnews/497809.aspx
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While it is a nightmare for the infidels, the 
appearance of this Mujahid will surely increase the 
recruiting efforts of the Mujahideen. this could lead 
to difficulties as well for young muslims in the West 
who wish to go for Jihad. With suspicion raised, 
the West is on its toes, ready to jump at whatever 
they may see as a threat. the FBi, for example, have 
openly admitted that are infiltrating and watching 
the Somali communities in America, particularly in 
minnesota.4  

the West, through just a few blows, are slowly 
loosing grip for the battle of the hearts and minds. 
Despite the fact that there are many Western jihadi’s 
in general, and American jihadi’s in particular 
participating in the ‘open fronts’5 around the world, 
it doesn’t bother America as much as the American 
Jihadi’s that have leading positions. For many 
muslim youth in the West, it almost becomes like 
watching their favorite superheroes on television; 
they are in awe and harbor immense respect for 
these prominent muslims. this is partly due to the 
fact that the muslim American experience is entirely 
empty of such role models as opposed to the muslim 
experience in the islamic lands which have not 
only a plethora of contemporary ‘Robin hood’ 
champions, but contain a rich and lengthy history 
of such leading figures dating all the way back to 
the Prophet’s time. the emergence of Abu mansoor 
hit the Western think-tanks and counterinsurgency 
strategists with great force, giving the believers 
a significant lead in this battle for the hearts and 
minds. the reaction of the West has shown us that 
this is a very significant event. We can now only 
watch and see as the fruits of this event go into 
effect. 

4 See for example http://www.newsweek.com/id/181408. 
5 Borrowing from Brynjar Lia’s translation of Abu mus’ab al-Suri’s 
coined term which is in reference to all the islamic lands where 
jihadi guerrilla warfare is active. To Download, Click here

http://www.newsweek.com/id/181408
http://www.abo-ali.com/mp3/Sla7_Aldeen.mp3
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O ften we find ourselves lost in appreciation of 
Allah’s creation—one being members of the 

opposite sex. Allah says in the Quran that women 
are men’s greatest trials. ﴾Beautified for men is 
the love of things they covet; women, children, 
much of gold and silver (wealth), branded 
beautiful horses, cattle and well-tilled land. 
This is the pleasure of the present world’s 
life; but Allah has the excellent return with 
Him﴿ (Al-‘imran: 14).

he also says he has created human beings in the 
best of forms.1 But along with every temptation 
comes a distasteful condition. Imam Anwar al-Awlaki 
points out, when we eat delicious food, it comes out 
later in the form of defecation. the same organs we 
use to have intercourse, we also use for excretion.  
the downside of fulfilling desires is while they 
satisfy our natural cravings and strengthen our 
marital relationships, they also are prone to cause 
destruction of society if not pursued in accordance 
with Allah’s laws. One of these desires is fulfilling 
the lust of the eyes. 

Ibn al-Qayyim writes, “the heart commissions its 
guide to go and look to see what is there”, the 
guide being the eye. “When the eye informs it of a 
beautiful image, it shudders out of love and desire 
for it… such inter-relations tire and wear down both 
the heart and the eye….” ibn al-Qayyim continues, 
“when the sight is prevented from looking and 
investigating, the heart finds relief from having to 
go through the arduous task of (vainly) seeking 

1 At-tin: 4

and desiring”. Once the gaze has been lowered, the 
hearts admits, “it has been oppressed by the eye and 
it complains to it upon which the eye replies: ‘i am 
your guide and messenger and it was you who sent 
me in the first place!’”2

thus, we see the command of lowering the gaze is 
of Allah’s Great Wisdom. ﴾Tell the believing men 
to lower their gaze, and protect their private 
parts. That is purer for them. Verily, Allah 
is All-Aware of what they do. And tell 
the believing women to lower their gaze, and 
protect their private parts﴿ (An-Nur: 30-31).

Both men and women are addressed because this 
fitnah falls on both sides. Allah explicitly states 
how a woman should protect herself.3 Why are 
the women given lengthened instruction and not 
the men? this is due to Allah’s mercy that he has 
granted the woman a very distinct beauty from the 
man. Allah is indeed the Best of Fashioners, Glory 
be to he! 

men and women through their differences 
compliment one another, and at the same time, can 
fall vulnerable to one another. Allah says: ﴾Allah 
wishes to lighten (the burden) for you; and man 
was created weak﴿ (An-Nisa: 28).

A lot of women complain about this and see hijab as 
a form of responsibility on behalf of the man. they 
complain that women should not have to suffer just 
because men’s lack of control. What they are really 

2 imam ibn al-Qayyim, ‘the Great Virtue of Lowering the Sight’ 
3 An-Nur: 31
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saying is Allah made bad choices when fashioning 
us! And we seek refuge in Allah from this! At the same 
time, they assume the worst of their brothers. Yet, 
we won’t hear these same women complain about 
the beauty Allah has bestowed upon them. Of 
course not! that would be silly wouldn’t it? Yet 
we refuse to give a token of appreciation to our 
Lord (by accepting his command of hijab). On the 
contrary, we follow man’s laws of dress, how ironic! 
So it is easier to submit to vulnerable man than to 
our Creator?

Some people believe so. Spending so much time in 
the mirror, they see flaws and get them ‘corrected’ 
through plastic surgery. Dressing wealthy and 
provocative is not enough. in the Qur’an, Allah 
says: ﴾And he [Satan] said: “I will take an 
appointed portion of your slaves; Verily, I 
will mislead them, and surely, I will arouse 
in them false desires; and certainly, I will 
order them to slit the ears of cattle, and indeed 
I will order them to change the nature created 
by Allah.” And whoever takes Satan as a 
Wali (protector or helper) instead of Allah, 
has surely suffered a manifest loss﴿ (An-Nisa: 
118-119). 
 
Hijab is not limited only to dress code. there is hijab 
from the “adultery of the tongue”.4 Since some 
people find intelligence attractive, others—religious 
devotion, and yet some—personality, Allah has 
commanded the believing men and women to take 
extreme cautions when addressing one another: 
﴾And when you ask for anything you want, 
ask them from behind a screen; that is purer 
for your hearts and for their hearts﴿ (Al-Ahzab: 
53) And he, the exalted, says: ﴾Then be not soft 
in speech, lest he in whose heart is a disease 
should be moved with desire, but speak in an 
honorable manner﴿ (Al-Ahzab: 32). 

We are warned to not even go near zina.5 A 
believer’s job is to block all roads that lead to 
it—to forgetting him—although the disbelievers 
work hard to do just this ﴾Allah wishes to 
accept your repentance, but those who follow 
their lusts, wish that you should deviate 
tremendously away﴿ (An-Nisa: 27).

Since this act can be very difficult for the believer at 

4 Sahih Al-Bukhari.
5 Al-isra: 32

times, let us reassure one another the many ways we 
can lower our gaze:

1. Rewards – Firstly, Allah’s Pleasure. Remember, 
Yusuf, peace be upon him, chose Allah the 
irrisistable over the wife of Al-’Azeez and her 
womenfolk.6 he, the most merciful, will replace 
the gaze you are missing with something better7 
- as in Jannah where there are  ﴾chaste females 
restraining their glances, desiring none expect 
their husbands, with whom no man or jinni 
has had touched before them﴿ (Ar-Rahman: 56). 
they will say to you, “By Allah! I neither see anything 
in Paradise more handsome than you nor more beloved to me 
than you. So praise be to Allah Who made you for me and 
made me for you”.8

2. Fasting – sincerely, this is a key to self-discipline 
and develops will power.  Doing daily worldly and 
spiritual activities, you are too busy restraining 
yourself to have time and energy to look here and 
there.  

3. Get married! – ﴾And from amongst His 
Signs is this: That He created for you wives 
from amongst yourselves, so that you may find 
serenity and tranquility in them. And He has 
put between you love and compassion﴿ (Ar-
Room: 21). Also, the Prophet, peace be upon him, 
said, “The world is but a provision and the best 
provision of the world is a pious and virtuous 
wife”.9 
 
One night of halal intercourse is better than a 
thousand nights of sinful pleasure. the Pleasure of 
Allah is everlasting while what mere mortals have to 
offer will wither away like dust. if Allah wills, the 
person you pursue wrongly will not please you in 
the least and you will only feel guilty and dull for 
wasting your time and displeasing Allah, gaining 
bad memories and regret in return.  if you pursue 
marriage in the erroneous manner, this too may 
put Allah’s wrath on you for trusting your nafs over 
him. think of Layla & majnoon. this love story 
was like a wrath from Allah for falling into Shirk al-
Muhabba.

4. All knowledge is from Allah – if it’s an 
intelligent righteous person you like, and marriage 
6 Yusuf: 23
7 Sahih muslim.
8 tafsir ibn Kathir.
9 Sahih muslim.
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is not in question (perhaps they are married or you 
are married), remind yourself that all knowledge 
and guidance is from Allah alone and this person 
is utterly nothing on his or her own. Remember 
when the angels said to Allah: ﴾Glory be to You, 
we have no knowledge except what You 
have taught us. Verily, it is You, the All-
Knower, the All-Wise﴿ (Al-Baqarah: 32). 

therefore, it is the knowledge you are attracted 
to and not the person possessing it. Ultimately, a 
believer is selfish and wants to be the soul Allah 
Favors, not one busy admiring competition that 
will take him out of the game from distraction. So 
remove the speech from the bodily form and take 
the substance of the message. trials are inevitable, 
but there is no guarantee of hidaya. 

5. All guidance is from Allah – Some people who 
do not practice enough argue that a good spouse 
will bring them closer to Allah. Ask yourself this 
question, ‘Would you marry you?’ in order to 
improve, the first person one should be able to rely 
on is one’s self. On the Day of Judgment, one’s own 
self will be a sufficient witness against him.10 

6. A woman should remember her best place 
of worship is the home11 where she can worship 
Allah in sincerity. Allah says, ﴾And stay in your 
houses, and do not display yourselves like that 
of the times of ignorance﴿ (Al-Ahzab: 33). 

7. Beauty is limited – When it’s hard to refrain, 
remember the person you desire will one day be 
rotting in their graves. their attraction just as your 
trial is temporary.

8. Beauty is only due to Allah’s Mercy on His 
slaves – We only appear attractive due to Allah’s 
mercy. if Allah decided, man’s bare soul could 
have been apparent in all its ugliness for the world 
to see. then we would be too busy running from 
one another with nowhere to hide like we’ll be on 
Judgment Day.

9. Put your trust in Allah – if the person is someone 
you have tried marrying but things did not work, 
put your trust in Allah. every person comes with 
their batch of flaws, fetishes, and pet peeves. Keep 
in mind Allah knows what’s best for us even when 

10 Sahih muslim.
11 Sunan Abu Dawud.

we do not.12 think about Judgment Day when 
this person will be of no avail to you as even our 
mothers will be running from us.

10. Beauty is a big test and can lead to minor 
shirk – Good looks are a test for a person just as 
money is.  if the person is not careful, one’s good 
looks may take precedence to one’s submission to 
Allah. there is nothing attractive about this. Hijab 
kills two birds with one stone. Yeah it helps people 
lower their gaze but more importantly, it protects 
others from developing kibr which is known as the 
minor shirk. Of women, there are some who want 
to take full advantage of men’s weakness. Lowering 
the gaze is hard enough and these mushrikat (who 
worship themselves before they worship Allah) want 
to make it even more difficult by walking around 
with their clothes off expecting the rest of the 
world to behave and follow laws of human dignity 
and value while they themselves cannot!  the ‘god’ 
or ‘goddess’ of a person who does not practice 
lowering one’s gaze becomes the man or woman 
one is infatuated with. We constantly find ourselves 
back to instilling Tawheed. No one has the right to 
dominate us through our desires except for Allah. 
But of women who do not cover, many do not care 
for this. they like the power beauty brings, just as a 
wealthy person enjoys the power that money brings. 
if you cannot allow the taghut to oppress you with 
abuse of monetary and authoritative power, how 
can you allow the uncovered women to oppress you 
with abuse of physical power? they too compete 
with their fellow shayateen for human souls as slaves 
on earth. 

Do not risk losing hidaya over petty desires. Our 
nafs is a tool of Shaytan’s. We want to be of the 
Mutawassimin who when Allah mentions the people 
of Lut, “have clear perception and penetrating 
insight [and] are secure from looking at the unlawful 
and performing indecent acts”.13 this dunya is full 
of deceits. Can you handle it?

12 Al-Baqarah: 216
13 ibn al-Qayyim, ‘the Great Virtue of Lowering the Sight’.
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today when one mentions anything about 
the ‘islamic Caliphate’, you’ll find a loathing 

reaction from both muslims and non-muslims. this 
is due to the ongoing western propaganda campaign 
to paint islamic law as something not only medieval 
but barbaric and primitive. it has reached the point 
where simply insinuating the desire to establish a 
pure islamic State is considered blasphemy in so-
called ‘muslim countries’.  the Western media 
has been successful in molding the minds of this 
generation into thinking that shari’ah and its 
application thereof is nothing less than terrorism 
coupled with backwardness.  
 
the arguments against the establishment of the 
Caliphate and islamic law come by the dozens. most 
westerners though, especially Americans, have 
a very shallow argument that is mostly based on 
what is spoon fed to them by their local media. For 
example, the many documentaries that were made 
about Afghanistan during the taliban rule and the 
wretched depiction they illustrated, on what an 
islamic State apparently resembles. however what 
many seem to over look is that Afghanistan is one of 
the most impoverished countries in the world, and 
most of the plight that the local Afghanis are facing 
isn’t due to islamic law having been established, but 
simply due to the circumstances of a destitute third 
world nation.  if the same logic that the West uses 
against Afghanistan were applied elsewhere, then 
it could be argued that the starving ethiopians and 
their dire situation was a direct result of democratic 
Christians taking post communism authority.

 
the unfortunate situation is that the world hasn’t 
seen a contemporary example of islam at its full 
potential, in the form of a feasible sovereign 
state. the resemblance of what the muslims are 
facing now in relation to establishing the Caliphate 
and an islamic State is that of a man who has both 
his legs broken, and every time he heals and tries to 
stand back up, someone comes and breaks his legs 
again. Now even if he stands up, he won’t be able 
to start running immediately; he needs to first take 
baby steps and get used to walking. this is what the 
ummah is facing today in terms establishing a muslim 
community.  
 
the taliban were in power for less than a decade 
and they were never able to really live up to their 
full potential. this is due to the fact that the West 
knows full well that a pure islamic State would be 
detrimental to their policies and covetous ambitions 
in the muslim world. Nevertheless one cannot truly 
appreciate this unless we scrutinize the past actions 
of the disbelievers and really analyze the benefits a 
true islamic State will bring.
 
A few nations’ leaders give mouth service by saying 
‘We’re the land of islam’ but then contradict the 
teachings of islam in their foundations. this leads 
many muslims and non-muslims to believe that the 
establishment of an islamic emirate or the Caliphate 
will result in the same tyrannical policies that we 
find so common in the middle east and elsewhere. 
Some might even look to the history books of other 
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tyrant rulers to justify their claims, but one only has 
to evaluate the original islamic state (i.e. the state of 
the prophet peace be upon him, the rightly guided 
caliphs and those who emulated their qualities) to 
see a true example of what a genuine Caliphate is 
capable of.
 
if one were to study just simply Abu Bakr’s short 
sermon when he was given the pledge of Allegiance 
from the muslims we can get a clear picture of what 
policies an ideal islamic state should apply. he began 
his speech by praising and glorifying Allah, after 
which he went on to say, 

Oh people, i have indeed been appointed over you though 
i am not the best among you. if i do well, then help me, 
and if i act wrongly, then correct me. truthfulness is 
synonymous with fulfilling the trust, and lying is tantamount 
to treachery. the weak among you is deemed strong by me, 
until i return to them that which is rightfully theirs, by the 
will of Allah. And the strong among you is deemed weak by 
me, until i take from them what is rightfully (someone else’s) 
by the will of Allah. No group of people abandons Jihad 
in the path of Allah, except that Allah makes them suffer 
humiliation. And wickedness does not become widespread 
among a people, except that Allah inflicts them with 
widespread calamity. Obey me so long as i obey Allah and his 
messenger. And if i disobey Allah and his messenger, then i 
have no right to your obedience. Stand up now to pray may 
Allah have mercy on you.1 
 
imam malik commented on the above address 
saying that no person can truly be the leader of 
this nation unless he applies the teachings that Abu 
Bakr prescribed during his acceptance of authority 
speech.
 
A key priority in any state is the propagation of 
islam (Da’wah). if this ceases then the government 
or Amir is not fulfilling the responsibility and is 
liable to be replaced. this is just if the leader remains 
idle without doing anything positive for islam, let 
alone the current leaders who often adopt aggressive 
policies against the teachings of islam. Sadly regime 
scholars give credibility to nominally muslim 
dictators, who claim to be acting in the interest 
of islam by inviting decadence and removing the 
undervalued islamic ‘customs’. Kamal Ataturk and 
his followers are a leading example of this trend 
and there are many similar scenarios that happened 

1 See, ‘Al-Bidaayah Wan-Nihaayah’ (6/305, 306)

across the muslim world at different times.

the masses are lead to believe that with an islamic 
state there will only be poverty and suffering. it’s 
not unreasonable to suppose that a state can 
produce a strong and vibrant economy with all the 
technological advancements and government bodies 
and still at the same time apply islamic Law in its 
entirety. Actually it has been proven in history that 
this is possible and not just mere fiction.  Also the 
disbelievers promote the fear of the establishment 
of an islamic state, like when Bush on numerous 
occasions explained the ambitions of al-aa’idah 
saying that “they want to establish a Caliphate 
which expands from south Asia to eastern Spain” 
and at the same time he had the nerve to say “We’re 
not fighting against islam”.
 
the think-tanks in DC seem to overlook that 
they would actually be safer with an established 
islamic Caliphate. At the present time with all the 
different islamic organizations there is no hierarchy 
of command.  this means that foreign negotiations 
with groups are very limited and practically 
impossible.  if there were a Caliphate to follow then 
the west would at the very least have an avenue for 
diplomacy and agreement which would be obeyed 
by the majority if not all muslims.

however the west doesn’t want this peace and 
diplomacy, because at the end of the day they aren’t 
fighting a war for Freedom of Rights, instead it’s a 
war of Christian spite, and this will be examined in 
future issues. 
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When an islamic movement disconnects 
their role from the international arena 
that is affecting the muslim Ummah on 

a global scale, and intends to push their strategy 
forward as the methodology of establishing a 
Caliphate, they have already lost the relevancy of 
their struggle. Additionally, when such a movement 
stops at a certain point in their acquirement of 
knowledge in the religion, they have lost their edge 
upon the educated Scholars and Preachers of the 
Ummah. One such movement that has fallen into 
this trap goes by the name Tanzeem-e-Islami (islamic 
Organization), which was founded by Doctor israr 
Ahmad. As a former believer, activist and preacher 
of Tanzeem-e-Islami,1 i look back upon my years as 
an active and excited member of this group which 
i portrayed as revolutionary to all. But that all 
changed when i furthered my knowledge in just a 
single aspect of the religion which was held back2 
1 in America, they are known as iONA or islamic Organization of 
North America. they changed their name to be more relevant to 
the cause in America. 
2 either willingly or due to ignorance. i am leaning to the latter 
since, as you will witness, my discussions and heated debates with 
the leadership of iONA and its basic members left me to believe 
that they do not acquire knowledge beyond what their founder Dr. 
israr, teaches in his tapes, books, and articles. in addition, whatever 
outside source knowledge they acquire, such as from classical texts, 
they would use it or teach it in the context of their movement’s 

from members of Tanzeem. this is none other 
than the subject of Jihad. i wish to detail here my 
knowledge of this movement and the constructive 
criticism i have for this movement for the purpose 
of letting our readers become aware of some of the 
false flags that appear in this movement’s call for a 
Caliphate. in this series, the first part will go into 
the brief history of Tanzeem, and primarily discuss 
the ideological dream that the founder has. the 
second part will attempt to dive into its six step 
methodology and worldview. the third part will 
focus on its indoctrination methods and material 
used. the fourth part will advise the Tanzeem and 
what it can do to further the cause of the Global 
Caliphate struggle. to go into the history of 
Tanzeem, one has to focus on its founder, his ideas, 
the events and figures surrounding him, and what 
led him to launch his own organization. 

Dr. israr Ahmad was born on 1932 in hisar, 
a district of east Punjab in india.3 During this 
period where hindu-muslim clashes became 
commonplace, the Congressional Governments 
within the central provinces of india initiated and 
adopted religious, cultural, and economic policies 
struggle for the most part. more on this in part 3 of this series. 
3 Shagufta Ahmad, ‘Dr. israr Ahmad’s Political thought & Activi-
ties’, p.34. 
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which the muslims considered detrimental to their 
survival as a religious entity. this is when the 
muslim League rose to respond as an opposition 
party to this Congress and within two years became 
nearly the sole representative of the muslim elite.4 
eventually, muhammad Ali Jinnah – the founder 
of Pakistan – proposed the two-state solution. 
Before Pakistan’s creation in 1947, israr Ahmad 
was in his high School years and worked alongside 
the muslim League as well as the muslim Students 
Foundation as an active participant and an eager 
youth.5 in addition, he came to learn about Jama’at-
e-Islami which was founded by maulana maududi in 
1941. essentially, this is what gave him a religious 
identity to the nationalistic cause although Jama’at-
e-Islami was against the creation of Pakistan due 
to belief that the islamic direction should be led 
by the ‘Ulema as opposed to those politically 
charged muslims that called for independence.6 
When Pakistan had achieved its independence, 
there were major clashes between the muslims and 
hindus. Dr. israr spent the entire month with his 
family confined to their house as the hindus were 
increasing their attacks on the muslims in hisar. it 
was at this moment when Dr. israr was introduced 
to maulana maududi’s Tafheem-ul-ur’an and began 
his journey of understanding ur’an. On November 
7th, after walking on foot for some twenty days, he 
and his family entered Pakistan, thus beginning a 
new chapter in his life.7  

For many years after Pakistan’s establishment, 
the works and speeches of maulana maududi and 
maulana Abul Kalam Azad, and the poetry of Dr. 
muhammad iqbal continued to have a major impact 
on his thought process. Dr. israr explained these 

4 ibid., p.35.  
5 ibid., p.39. 
6 ibid. 
7 ibid., p.43. 

influences as thus:

the reason for the popularity of my ur’anic discourses is 
that they contain the invitation for movement and action 
as given by maulana Abul Kalam Azad and maulana Abul 
A’la maududi, the elements of deep thinking of hameed 
Uddin Farahi and maulana Ameen Ahsan islahi; also it 
borrows the scientific and philosophical ur’anic thoughts 
of Dr. muhammad iqbal and Dr. Rafiuddin, and above all 
the elements of the spiritual and esoteric dimension of islam 
and ur’anic mysticism as propounded by Shaykh al-hind 
maulana mahmud hasan Deobandi and Shaykh al-islam 
maulana Shabbir Ahmad Usmani.8

it is important to point out that Dr. israr’s influence 
of Azad was when Azad played the role of a 
revivalist in his earlier years as opposed to his later 
years when he became an indian nationalist and 
supporter of Congress.9 As for iqbal, Dr. israr 
was moved by his poetry and deep philosophical 
thinking that was relevant to the revivalist 
agenda. After his differences with Jama’at-e-Islami 
– which were based purely on methodological 
implementation of setting up a Caliphate – he left 
his medical practice in 1971 and founded Tanzeem-
e-Islami in 1975.10 in addition, he had also founded 
an educational institution which is still active today 
in Pakistan. From thereon, he became an active 
preacher and a regular contributor to a popular 
television show where he gave his exegesis of 
ur’an, although he was not considered a Mufassir, 
Shaykh, mufti or ‘Alim in the traditional sense; a 
reality he admits repeatedly and substitutes it with 
“a humble student of ur’an”.  

When we turn to his political thought, Dr. israr 

8 Dr. israr Ahmad (in Urdu), Da’wat-e-Ruju’ ilal ur’an ka Tareekhi 
Pasmanzar, Hikmat-e-ur’an, vol.9 no. 1 & 2 (February 1990), p.26. 
9 Shagufta Ahmad, ‘Dr. israr Ahmad’s Political thought & Activi-
ties’, p.51.
10 See http://tanzeem.org/aboutus/founder.asp. 

[Abul Kalam Azad] [Maulana Maududi] [Dr. Muhammad Iqbal]

http://tanzeem.org/aboutus/founder.asp
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divides it into two categories: nazari (theoretical) 
politics and ‘amali (Practical) politics.11 the latter 
is further subdivided into electoral politics and 
revolutionary politics. Dr. israr defines ‘amali 
politics as:

it can either involve the formation of political parties and 
taking part in the elections in order to properly run a given 
system or it can involve itself in a revolutionary struggle 
to bring about more fundamental changes. Revolutionary 
Politics deals with the politico-socio-economic system of the 
country; a revolutionary party wants to change the system 
and not merely to run the existing one.12

his theory for Revolutionary Politics is based upon 
his studying and interpretation of the Prophet’s 
Seerah. the strategy of Tanzeem was then based 
upon this interpretation. in his sincere attempt to 
imitate the various steps and methods used by the 
Prophet to bring about a Caliphate, he decided that 
taking the whole of the Seerah is necessary to bring 
about such a State as opposed to choosing a certain 
period.13 this is what has made his movement 
unique from everyone else’s. With the various 
movements and personalities working for the goal 
of the Caliphate, there are some who conclude that 
the abrogations within the Shari’ah are interrelated 
to the methodological process of establishing the 
Caliphate as opposed to Dr. israr’s views that they 
are fundamentally separate.14  

From Dr. israr’s theory of revolution, the 
methodology of his Tanzeem is based on six major 
steps15: 

1. Propagation of the revolutionary ideology

2. Organization of a revolutionary group

3. training of the cadres

4. Passive Resistance

5. Active Resistance

11 Ahmad, Dr. israr (in Urdu), ‘Pakistan Ki Maujudah Siyasat aur 
Tanzeem-e-Islami aur Threek-e-Khilafat ka Mauqif’, Meesaq, 42 No.7 
( July 1993), pp.16-18
12 Shagufta Ahmad’s interview with Dr. israr Ahmad in toronto 
on October 2, 1993. 
13 Dr. israr Ahmad (in Urdu), ‘Minhaj-e-Inqilab-e-Nabawi’, p.82. 
14 i will discuss this further in the second part of this series.
15 Shagufta Ahmad, ‘Dr. israr Ahmad’s Political thought & Activi-
ties’, p.67.

6. Disciplined, non-violent mass movement16

the first three are preliminary steps whereas the 
last three are secondary steps; the seventh step is the 
expansion of the Caliphate. Within the Tanzeem, 
there is disagreement on whether or not to call the 
first three points as ‘steps’ since these points will 
continue to be implemented, even in the last stage. 

my analysis of the Tanzeem will not be based upon 
minor differences i have with them, but with 
the fundamental principles that make up their 
movement. in the second series, i intend to explore 
the issue of ur’anic abrogation and its connection 
with the methodology for a Caliphate, describe 
their six-step methodology in some detail, and 
provide a critique on their last three stages from a 
range of angles, In Sha’ Allah. 

16 See http://ionaonline.org/internal_Pages/About_iONA/mis-
sion.html. this last point in Shagufta’s book was listed as ‘Armed 
Conflict’. technically, this is incorrect since the Tanzeem is a peace-
ful, non-violent struggle as opposed to a struggle that wages Jihad. 
Before September 11th – which was when this book was published 
– this point was listed as a part of their methodology, but it wasn’t 
what it would normally imply. Tanzeem, since its creation, has al-
ways been against the use of force to obtain political goals; its listing 
as ‘armed conflict’ implied either that their final stage was a one-way 
conflict where the Government would fight and kill them but they 
would resist peacefully and win the support of the silent majority or 
that if they had no option, they would resist with weapons. in the 
post-9/11 world, they made it clear through their camps, lectures 
and writings that it was narrowed down to the one-way conflict.  

http://ionaonline.org/Internal_Pages/About_IONA/Mission.html
http://ionaonline.org/Internal_Pages/About_IONA/Mission.html


21Jihad Recollections | May 2009

Infaq is when one spends their wealth for the sake 
of Allah. Infaq was once a notable characteristic of 

the believers, however it seems the deed of Infaq has 
been mostly forgotten by this ummah. the diseases 
of greed and selfishness have infected the muslims 
hearts and minds causing so many to neglect this 
much needed act of worship. Just like any good 
deed, when an individual neglects it they also 
neglect the reward of it. 

the believer should not forget the words of Allah 
in the noble ur’an ﴾Who is it that would loan 
Allah a goodly loan so He may multiply it for 
him many times over? And it is Allah who 
withholds and grants in abundance, and to Him 
you will be returned﴿ [al-Baqarah: 245]. From this 
verse it is clear that when someone gives from their 
wealth for the sake of Allah, it will be multiplied in 
great abundance. this means that one could give a 
measly dollar, with the correct intention, and Allah 
will multiply that dollar in abundance for those who 
respond to the call.  

Similarly the verse ﴾The example of those who 
spend their wealth in the way of Allah is 
like a seed which grows seven spikes; in 
each spike is a hundred grains. And Allah 
multiplies for whom He wills. And Allah 
is all Encompassing and all Knowing﴿ [al-
Baqarah: 261]. Allah uses this beautiful metaphor 
to broaden the reward. he compares the money 
spent in his path to a seed. this seed grows into 

seven different spikes, each of the spikes containing 
a hundred grains. Consider for a moment this 
amazing allegory. A hundred grains on seven spikes, 
this would mean 700 grains. From these 700 grains 
could sprout 700 hundred more plants all with 
seven spikes each containing a hundred grains. the 
meaning behind this is that there is no limit on how 
Allah will multiply wealth given for his sake.

the Prophet muhammad, peace be upon him, 
affirmed this in his saying, “Whoever spends in 
the path of Allah, it would be multiplied for 
them 700 times”.1 

Like many good deeds, Infaq comes with a 
warning of punishment if it were to be neglected 
or abandoned. Remember Allah’s saying ﴾And 
spend in the way of Allah and do not 
throw yourselves with your own hands into 
destruction. And do good; Indeed, Allah 
loves the doers of good﴿ [al-Baqarah: 195]. One 
of the predecessors, huthaifah, said the meaning of 
the above verse is that when people do not spend 
their wealth in the path of Allah they are throwing 
themselves into destruction.2 

Also consider this saying of Allah ﴾You are 

1 At-tirmithi, an-Nasa’i, ibn habban, al-hakim, Ahmad; classified 
as Sahih
2 Sahih al-Bukhari; Also ibn Abu hatim said in his tafseer that this 
is the opinion of: ibn ‘Abbaas, ‘ikrimah, al-hassan, mujahid, Atta, 
Sa’eed bin Jubair, Abu Saleh, al-Dhahak, al-Suddi, muqatil bin hay-
aan, Qatadah, and others. 
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those who are called to spend in the cause of 
Allah, yet among you are those who withhold. 
And whoever withholds only withholds from 
himself; and Allah is free of need, while you 
are the needy, and if you turn away, He will 
replace you with another people; then they will 
not be the likes of you﴿ [muhammad: 38]. the 
stern warning is lucid in this verse. Allah further 
reminds the believers of the reward received for 
spending in his cause, clearly seen within the line 
﴾And whoever withholds only withholds from 
himself...﴿

Infaq, the great act of worship, is so important today 
as it is an essential element sustaining Jihad. Shaykh 
‘Abdullah ‘Azzam, may Allah have mercy upon him, 
once said “men are in need of Jihad and Jihad is in 
need of money”3 which has never been truer than 
it is today. the modern enemies of islam fight with 
highly developed technology. they arrive with 
aircraft, tanks, ships and a plethora of advanced 
weaponry to deploy against the humble mujahideen 
with light and medium arms, often unable to 
defend against aircraft and missiles. After Allah, the 
Provider, the mujahideen presently rely on ghaneema 
as a source for weaponry and income; whatever 
they take from their opponents can be used or sold. 
however a lot of sophisticated military hardware 
cannot be recovered after being ruined on the 
battlefield as it must be purchased in working order 
or produced, so limited finance is the main obstacle 
in acquiring high quality equipment.

the believers should be using all the means they 
have in order to do Infaq and benefit the Mujahideen. 
in doing so this will purify them of their own 
Nifaq from which no one is guaranteed safety. the 
believers should not fear persecutions or poverty; 
rather they should be anxious about what deeds they 
perform to ease the difficulty of standing on the Day 
of Judgment. 

3 Anwar al-Awlaki, ‘44 Way to Support Jihad’, p.4.

To Download, Click here:
http://www.archive.org/download/Kameen-Thanyat-Al7ad/Kameen-Hi.avi

http://www.archive.org/download/Kameen-Thanyat-Al7ad/Kameen-Hi.avi
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The noble Shaykh, Abu Muhammad al-Maqdisi, may Allah 
preserve him, said:

imprisonment is an affliction that can bear good 
fruit, break the prisoner’s resolve, or confuse 
him. it is the same remark that we, prison 

graduates, as some like to call us, make. it is based 
on our experiences in jail. it describes the reality 
of imprisonment and its various effects on those 
who live in dungeons and cells behind bars and 
live alongside its torture rooms. Someone who has 
not experienced this or seen it closely might be 
surprised by the changes that affect the inmates or 
the things they say. Someone who has experienced 
jail and tasted the various afflictions and tortures 
might not be hasty in making judgments against 
some of its people if they make certain confused or 
even broken-spirited statements and hesitate before 
accepting their fataawa that contradict their original 
attitudes and are made under coercion. A prisoner is 

not fully qualified or responsible on the suspicion of 
pressure and coercion.

therefore it is not right that he should bear full 
responsibility for his statements until after he has 
left captivity and is no longer in chains and can 
demonstrate that his statements are freely given 
without pressure or compulsion. this is seen in the 
extreme pressure exercised on the jihadist Shaykh’s 
by hostile tyrants. it is obvious that the tyrants’ 
hostility to those who raised arms in their face is 
greater than to any others.

For this reason we have counseled everyone who 
visited us and asked about our views on statements 
made by Shaykh’s Al-Khudayr and Nasir al-Fahd and 
similar Shaykh’s not to readily accept the fataawa 
and revisions they made while in captivity. We also 
advised our questioners not to be hasty in slandering 
those Shaykh’s but to pray to Allah to deliver them 
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from the tyrants’ hands. 

For this reason we held our tongues regarding the 
islamic Group’s leaders in egypt when they made 
retractions while in jail, which were called revisions. 
Until today we are reserved in our comments about 
those among them who are still in captivity. instead 
we remember well their earlier advocacy of the 
faith and their Jihad and services to the cause of 
Allah. We do not feel the same way about those 
who were either released from jail or were living 
abroad and then abandoned their earlier stances. We 
were very offended by their attacks on our brothers, 
Al-aa’idah’s Mujahideen, and their disavowal 
of them. We were offended by their call to the 
Mujahideen to repent their jihadist operations, as if 
the Mujahideen had committed acts of vice. they 
slandered them by claiming that they killed muslims 
and targeted mecca and the pilgrims, relying in 
their slander on the infidel governments’ filthy 
media announcements although they themselves had 
experienced the lies of these governments and their 
media. 

Would a reasonable muslim believe that Al-
aa’idah’s members and similar Mujahideen would 
target other muslims in Riyadh, Jeddah, or other 
cities, let alone the pilgrims in inviolate mecca 
[as received]? Would the Mujahideen attack those, 
unless the media are referring to the muslims who 
work as CiA and FBi agents who fill the Arabian 
Peninsula or the tyrannical officials who visit mecca 
to be photographed, propagate the pictures among 
their population, and place restrictions on the 
true worshipers? i apologize to my readers for this 
digression and return to our subject…

Yes imprisonment might have splendid effects 
when the advocate of the faith or Mujahid uses it to 
further his obedience to Allah, worship him, study 
the ur’an, seek more knowledge, spread the faith, 
and learn from his experience and the experiences 
of others in order to leave jail stronger, firmer in 
his advocacy, and more steadfast in his Jihad and 
method.

On the other hand, imprisonment might break a 
prisoner’s resolve, cause him to turn around, make 
him forget his fear of Allah’s punishment, alter 
and retract his positions, and abandon the struggle, 
forgetting the righteousness he knew and the path 
he formerly followed. in this case he begins clothing 

the truth with lies and 
takes the side of the 
religion’s greatest 
enemies. there are 
many forms such 
a collapse might 
take. We pray for 
such persons that 
Allah will give 
them back their 
health, keep 
them safe, and 
give them 
a good 
end.
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Finally imprisonment might confuse the prisoner. 
this means that it might push him away from the 
straight path, depending on his original character. 
if he is inclined to hardness, disenchantment, 
oppression, and torture, it might turn him into an 
extremist. Among these emerged the takfiri ideology 
that arose in prisons, which declares all humans and 
societies to be infidels. their branding of others as 
infidels is based on their frenzied reaction to their 
detention and spares no one except those who 
follow their methods and accept their beliefs to the 
letter.

if the prisoner is inclined to gentleness, his 
circumstances might push him to glumness, a 
belief in the deferral of duties or abandonment 
of principle, appeasement, and the pursuit of an 
easier path. he might come to accept the erroneous 
opinions of some ‘Ulema, not out of conviction, 
but because they serve his inclinations and desires 
which he dreamt of while in jail and the false views 
to which his mind leaned under the oppression of 
imprisonment.

We have lived alongside persons who suffered all 
these afflictions. Only Allah’s mercy and generosity 
kept us firm and saved us from both extremism and 
abandonment. 

Add to this the fact that the effects that 
imprisonment has on a person depends on the 
country where he is imprisoned and the degree of 
the harshness of the torture to which he is subjected. 
it depends on whether he was open in his advocacy 
of the faith and rightful creed in the first place and 
on whether he was close to the jihadi stream, which 
is more hostile to the tyrants than other streams. it 
depends on the stages through which the detainee 
passes. the early days of detention, which include 
solitary confinement, endless interrogation, torture, 
and lack of communication with the outside world, 
are harsher than the later circumstances of being 
transferred to the general jail, where it is easier to 
have contact with other people.

Knowing all this and realizing in what circumstances 
and at what stages the detainee made a certain 
statement, makes it easier to judge his credibility 
and the value of what he says. in all cases being in 
prison is a reason for suspicion because a prisoner is 
subject to pressure and coercion and to a change of 
circumstances like being transferred to a different 
prison or coming under unexpected pressure. All 
these things should be taken into account when 
examining the statements and fataawa that prisoners 
issue. Our suspicion is confirmed if these statements 
contradict their former methods and attitudes.

i mention these matters for the benefit of those 
who have not experienced imprisonment so that 
they will think of a detainee’s condition and not be 
hasty to judge him for saying or doing things or be 
offended by his change of attitude or his retractions 
of former ideas if he is a Shaykh or a leader. Saying 
this, we still declare that it is more appropriate of a 
religious scholar or leader to maintain his resolve 
even if they cut him up or burn him and choose 
to be killed, hurt, or humiliated for the sake 
of defending his religion and refraining from 
deceiving the Ummah. this is important in the case 
of the symbols of the jihadist stream because they 
are few and the people look up to them and listen 
to what they say in the midst of the battle between 
islam and disbelief. Such symbols should follow the 
example of those who went before them like imam 
Ahmad, Shaykh al-Islam Ibn Taymiyyah, and Imam Al-
Nabulsi, whose jailers flayed his skin to force him to 
change his fatwa on the issue of fighting against the 
apostate Ubaydites but he refused until he finally 
died. may Allah have mercy on his soul and men like 
him whose memory remains alive as a result of their 
firmness in righteousness.

Let those symbols and leaders remember Allah’s 
injunction: ﴾O ye who believe, betray not 
the trust of Allah and His messenger, nor 
misappropriate knowingly things entrusted to 
you﴿ [Al-Anfal: 27].
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Let them always remember the words spoken by the 
prophet, may Allah’s peace and blessings be upon 
him, when some of his companions complained 
of the idolaters’ ill treatment of them in mecca: 
“Before you there were men who were 
placed in holes dug in the ground, tortured 
with saws or iron combs and their flesh 
separated from their bones but they would 
not abandon their religious faith”. this hadith 
was transmitted by Al-Bukhari.

Nevertheless it is important to take the explanations 
we gave above into account so that a man would 
not speak against his brothers who are in jail or be 
offended by the statements and fataawa they issue 
from behind bars. he should rather examine the 
statements carefully. if they are the same as their 
former righteous statements, then he can accept 
them. if he notices that their attitudes have changed 
either to extremism or abandonment, he should not 
hasten to attack them until he learns under what 
circumstances they made those statements. Let him 
wait until they are released from their captivity. if 
they persist in their new attitudes, then there will 
be enough time to respond to them. Otherwise 
they should refrain from comment and protect their 
brothers in their absence. the basic rule is to refrain 
from their doubting them, especially as they are our 
brothers in religion.

Finally Allah, the exalted, says: ﴾Muhammad 
is no more than an apostle. Many were the 
apostles that passed away before him. If he 
dies or is slain, will ye then turn back on your 
heels? If any turns back on his heels, not the 
least harm will he do to Allah, but Allah 
will swiftly reward those who serve Him 
with gratitude﴿ [Al-‘imran: 144]. this is a rule of 
islam, namely, that Allah destined his prophet, peace 
be upon him, to die, saying ﴾You will die and 
they will die﴿ [Az-Zumar: 30]. he did not let the 
survival of religion hinge on the prophet’s continued 
life or presence among the people. may Allah be 
praised, he attached their hearts to Allah who does 
not die and whose religion and ineffaceable book 
cannot be touched by evil. he who clings to Allah’s 
holy book, will have held onto the strongest bond 
that does not break. if this applied to the prophet 
himself, most beloved of all muslims, then it applies 
to other humans who might, in addition to dying 
or being killed, undergo circumstances when 
they become apostates or change in other ways. 

A muslim should not let his religious faith hang 
on their persons. the basic rule for us muslims, 
especially the Mujahideen and advocates of Tawheed, 
is not to imitate anyone or accept his sayings except 
on the strength of a Shari’ah proof.

Allah, the exalted, said to his prophet: ﴾Say: 
I do but warn you according to revelation﴿ 
[Al-Anbiya: 45]. he, the Glorified, also said: 
﴾Follow, O men, the revelation given unto 
you from your Lord, and follow not, as 
friends or protectors, other than Him﴿ [Al-A’raf: 
3].

Remember that Allah’s religion is not dependent 
on the world’s approval. ﴾If ye show disbelief, 
ye and all on earth together, yet is Allah free 
of all wants, worthy of all praise﴿ [ibrahim: 
8]. had Allah willed, he would triumph over his 
enemies without supporters and men but he wishes 
to test the people against each other and choose 
the believers as martyrs. When ordeals occur, they 
show the difference between people of firmness and 
people who lack resolve and steadfastness. those 
who think ill of Allah can only cause disorder in the 
ranks. Anyone who tries to justify his lack of resolve 
and separation from the struggle will be set afar 
from the ranks to keep them strong. ﴾Allah will 
not leave the believers in the state in which 
they are now until He separates what is evil 
from what is good﴿ [Al-‘imran: 179].

Anyone who worships Shaykh’s Al-Khudayr, Nasir 
al-Fahd, Abu Qatadah, Al-Maqdisi, or others should 
remember that the Shaykh’s are not infallible and 
are not safe from temptation and straying. Anyone 
who worships Allah’s religion, it is firm, shielded 
from error, and safe from alteration and change. 
﴾Verily, it is my Lord that is on a straight 
Path﴿ [hud: 56]. Anyone in whom Allah sees 
goodness and truth, he will give him firmness 
and shield him from error. if Allah sees not these 
qualities, he will sift and purify the ranks from 
those who lack truth and firmness. ﴾If ye turn 
back (from the Path), He will substitute in 
your stead another people; then they would not 
be like you’!﴿ [muhammad: 38]1

1 Abu muhammad al-maqdisi (in Arabic), ‘Minbar al-Tawheed wal 
Jihad’ (the pulpit of monotheism and Jihad). Also see Dr. Ayman 
al-Zawahiri, ‘the exoneration’, pp.57-60. 
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After Apple announced the iPhone in January 2007, 
the company has taken a leap forward in sales and 
at the same time, received a considerable amount 
of feedback to update their services. On July 11th, 
2008, the iPhone 3G was released which supported 
faster 3G data speeds and Assisted GPS. On march 
17th, Apple announced the iPhone firmware version 
3.0 which is due to be released in mid 2009. So what 
can we expect from this upgrade? Let’s tour some of 
the notable upgrades and briefly discuss them.

1. Cut, Copy and Paste

this update will give the iPhone the ability to 
cut, copy and paste across a variety of programs. 
Double-tap the text or picture – whether it be in 
your notes, e-mail, or from a website – select the 
words in the text or image by dragging your finger 
accordingly, and select either cut, copy or paste. it 
is an excellent feature simply because it has become 
such a basic necessity in software operations. in 
addition, if you mistakenly pasted the text or image 
in a place where you don’t want it, you can undo 
that by simply shaking your phone. 

2. Spotlight 

Spotlight allows the user to search the entire phone 
through a built-in search engine. Don’t want to 
scroll through hundreds of documents to find that 
paragraph of important information you need to 
prove a point in a debate with a Talafi1? Use the 
1 Fake Salafi.

search engine feature to search a word or two, and 
it will quickly list all of the documents and files that 
include those unique words. 

3. Landscape keyboard

Due to the large size of the letters, landscape 
keyboarding served as a great tool with the original 
iPhone. Now this feature will be available across 
a wide range of programs including Safari, text 
messaging, e-mail and Notes etc. 

4. Multimedia Messaging 

When messaging your brother or sister, you can 
now send images as well as audio recordings to 
him/her in the instant messaging application. You 
can also send them a V-Card which includes your 
contact information. 

5. Automatic login in Safari 

the new version of Safari will remember login 
credentials, so you won’t need to introduce your 
username and password again while accessing your 
favorite website. in addition, the new Safari will 
have an anti-phishing mechanism to warn you 
against malicious websites. 

6. Ease of use in GPS

Using a map is now easier than ever. instead of 
switching back to the menu to access the map 
application, you can now find some applications that 
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will use the map directly within the program. in 
addition, developers will be able to create turn-by-
turn applications using the GPS information from 
the iPhone and combining it with their own maps, 
without depending on 3G connectivity or Google.

7. Push notification 

this means that your iPhone OS apps will finally be 
able to receive messages from the internet so you can 
have an instant message application and have your 
iPhone vibrate or make a sound when a new message 
comes in, even if the application is not running.

8. Voice Communication & Recording

Users will now be able to access voice over iP 
service during programs. So for example, if you 
are playing a game online, you can chat with your 
opponent using the Wi-Fi connection. Also, users 
can now use their iPhone as an audio recording 
device; want to record a historical khutbah for 
everyone to hear? You can now use this device for 
that. 

Apple’s iPhone is quickly becoming a standard as 
opposed to just another phone. With over 35,000 
applications available, it becomes a joke when we 
hear about the so-called ‘iPhone killers’. there are 
a plethora of more features in the 3.0 update, but 
these are just a few that stood out. the 3.0 update 
will be a free upgrade to all iPhone users, including 
the first generation; however, not all features will 
be supported in the first generation, like Stereo 
Bluetooth support and mmS. it will be available to 
iPod touch users for $9.95. 

To Download, Click Here:
http://www.fileflyer.com/view/v3Ba3AH
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Technology makes our life simpler by 
connecting us to the world and providing 

information when needed. it acts as a helping hand 
in time of need, similar to the five senses. We use 
them to identify and gather information. therefore 
the cell phones, computers, cameras, and other 
technological gadgets are used to assist us in staying 
connected to the world.

the miniaturization of the mobile devices 
provides access to digital world. the drawback is 
that mobile devices have small screens and do not 
provide intuitive experience. the introduction of 
the sensing and touch display technologies have 
opened a door to the development of a variety of 
multi-touch and gesture based devices. We have 
seen the enormous impact Apple’s iPhone had since 
its preamble. the secret behind its success is the 
combination of simple user friendly hand gesture 
navigation, multi touch display, and easiness to 

create applications. A simple idea of combining 
various technologies can generate a gadget seen 
only in movies. Now, we also have mit’s new 
development called ‘Sixth Sense’, also known as 
‘Wear Ur World’ or WUW. As defined on mit’s 
website, “Sixth Sense is a wearable gestural interface 
that augments the physical world around us with 
digital information and lets us use natural hand 
gestures to interact with that information.” the 
Sixth Sense device works by combining several 
standard devices such as a web cam, tiny battery 
powered projector, and internet connected cell 
phone. All the devices mentioned are working 
together to bring the link for interaction between 
physical and digital world. the device can see what 
you see and visually augments any surfaces we are 
interacting with. the projector can use almost any 
surface be it a wall or physical objects to display the 
information, and lets us interact with the projected 
information. Using natural hand gestures, which are 
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pre-programmed to the device, the user can interact 
with displayed data.

the projector is battery powered and can be 
attached around one’s neck on a lanyard together 
with a camera. the camera is the eyes of the device, 
and there is a cell phone used to connect to the 
web. the camera tracks hand gestures using simple 
computer-vision based techniques which, in turn, 
recognizes the gesture regardless of the distance. 
the projector then displays the desired results on a 
surface in front of a user. At this point in time, the 
Sixth Sense can recognize three types of gestures: 
gestures supported by multi-touch systems, such 
as zoom in, zoom out, flipping documents, and 
flipping images. the Second type is freehand 
gestures and framing gestures to take a picture or 
‘Namaste’ posture for home screen. the last type 
is iconic gestures which let us draw pictures, signs 
such as @ sign for email, star for weather, and so 
on. Also, the camera can recognize human face and 
provide relevant info about the person, or scan a 
barcode and provide user reviews on a product.

this is still a work in progress product. thus in the 
near future we can see all three devices combined 
into one. As of right now there are some restrictions 
in the technology since they are prototypes. So for 
example, Sixth Sense requires color markers on the 
tips of one’s fingers in order for the camera to pick 
up the gestures; this can change in the final product. 
Also the current prototype tracks only four fingers: 
the index, and thumb on both hands. So far, the 
Sixth Sense configuration eliminates the need for 
any interaction hardware; less moving parts usually 
results in longer life and cheaper products. this 
technology has great promises in the future as the 
capabilities are as wide as the scope of creativity. 
the plans are to use this product along with a sign 
language application that will speak out words.

[Image portraying scene similar to ‘Minority Report’ film]
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Abu mus’ab al-Suri is a man whom many knew 
little about before his arrest in late 2005. to 

many, he was just another al-aa’idah operative that 
held a high-ranking status within the organization. 
to everyone’s surprise though, he turned out to 
be a military theorist, a respected teacher and an 
honest intellectual within the jihadi ranks who 
helped shaped al-aa’idah’s global strategy in a 
series of writings and lectures.  in January 2005, 
he released his momentous 1,600 page book The 
Global Islamic Resistance Call which attracted the 
attention of the Academic Scholars and intelligence 
Communities given that it outlined al-Suri’s theories 
and tactics for guerrilla warfare with a focus on 
a global awakening and also because al-aa’idah, 
apparently, began commencing those tactics. in 
2006, a Senior Researcher at the FFi1 and head of 
the transnational radical islamism project, Brynjar 
Lia, PhD, dedicated an exceptional book to the 
personality of Abu mus’ab al-Suri entitled, The 
Architect of Global Jihad: The Life of al-aida Strategist 
Abu Mus’ab al-Suri. in this book, Lia explores the 
jihadi life of al-Suri, his methods of maximizing 
the political impact of jihad, and his teachings on 
building successful individualized cells throughout 
the world. in these series of papers, we intend to 

1 Norwegian Defence Research establishment.

do a chapter-by-chapter summary and analysis of 
this important book for the purpose of exploring 
not only al-Suri’s life and the importance of his role 
today and in the future, but the obstacles for future 
jihadi military theoreticians in wake of America’s 
Counterinsurgency strategies. in the first chapter, 
Lia explores the importance of al-Suri today, the 
sources of his life, and a brief biography of this 
man; he also hopes that his book will contribute 
towards proving that al-aa’idah is not a movement 
that pursues an obsessive blind fanaticism devoid 
of any rational strategic direction; a much believed 
impression by many Westerners.     

the book starts off with a possible scenario of how 
al-Suri, whose real name is mustafa bin ‘Abd al-
adir Sitt maryam Nasar, was arrested in uetta, 
Pakistan in October 2005 by Pakistan’s intelligence 
services that were watchful of him for quite some 
time, putting his career at twenty-five years as a 
jihadi. Al-Suri was with a few accomplices breaking 
their fast in the holy month of Ramadan at a 
Utilities store; he was the only one amongst them 
that had a $5 million US bounty on his head.2 his 
reputation in the discussion circles of Western 
2 Lia’s book ends with a much more detailed account on al-Suri’s 
arrest and the conflicting reports regarding it such as the Mujahideen 
claiming that he was captured a few months before. 
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terrorism analysts came about in late 2004 when 
it was alleged by Spanish investigators that he was 
the mastermind behind the madrid train bombings3 
although the evidence is feeble as Lia explores later 
in the book. 

Abu mus’ab al-Suri was born in the city of Aleppo 
(halab) in North-Western Syria in October 1958. 
he completed most of his education in Syria.4 
in 1976, at the age of eighteen, he obtained a 
graduation diploma whereupon he enrolled at the 
University of Aleppo’s department of mechanical 
engineering. he completed four years at the 
University and decided to postpone his studies in 
order to join Syria’s Jihadi opposition. thus, he was 
heavily involved in the armed struggled against the 
Syrian regime. this inaugurated his life as a jihadi.  

Al-Suri is described as a man who looked like 
he would pass for ‘an irish pub patron’.5 his 
encyclopedic memory impressed acquaintances 
with his knowledge of religion, history, politics, 
and sciences among other subjects, and was looked 
at as a jihadi that was much more developed than 
an average jihadi. his opponents described him 
as a ‘born-critic’ that was in no way a soft face 
of al-aa’idah. he differed from other jihadi 
ideologues by insisting that jihad should be based on 
a thorough, rational long-term strategy so that the 
3 Ahmad Rafat, ‘Al-Qa’idah chief in europe is Spanish’ (in Spanish), 
El Tiempo de Hoy, 24 Aug. 2004, via FBiS. 
4 ‘meeting with the Kuwaiti Newspaper’, transcript of audio file 
no.1, p.1.
5 Katherine Shrader, ‘Wanted muslim extremist hopscotches the 
globe connecting terrorists’, Associated Press, 3 Aug. 2005.

ultimate goals of the jihadi movement are achieved. 
this goal is defined as liberating the Ummah from 
both direct and indirect occupation of the Western 
powers, and toppling non-islamic governments 
throughout the muslim lands. in his modus operandi, 
he reassesses earlier jihadi campaigns that took 
place throughout the world in contemporary 
history, aiming to learn from the mistakes as well 
as castigating the jihadi movement6 for misjudging 
the challenges of the post-Cold War and post-9/11 
eras. From this he developed fascinating doctrines 
about decentralized jihadi warfare in the post-9/11 
security environment although the military theorists 
in Washington were just beginning to advance their 
Counter-terrorism strategies to a greater intensity. 

One of the unique qualities of al-Suri’s military 
theory was that he departed from traditional 
belief of attacking ‘the near enemy’ i.e., Apostate 
Regimes, and focused more on what Usamah bin 
Ladin later coined as, “the head of the snake”, 
which implied the Western powers. Another one 
of al-Suri’s theories included a deconstruction of 
the jihadi groups – which were based on secret 
hierarchical forms – to advocating ‘phantom 
organizations’ which consisted of self-sufficient cells 
that acted independently of any central command. 
his military theory can be encapsulated in his slogan 
nizam la tandheem or ‘system, not organization’ 
which presented a broad vision for al-aa’idah. to 
demonstrate this vision, Al-Suri said:

6 Jihadi movement here implies the Global Jihad that composes of 
various Jihad groups who aren’t necessarily under the same leader-
ship or directly connected to one another. 
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Al-aa’idah is not an organization, it is not a group, nor do 
we want it to be. it is a call, a reference, a methodology.7 

Al-Suri’s popularity was heavily boosted from late 
2004 onwards by the international media for his 
alleged role in the madrid bombings, and especially 
after the US pledged $5 million for his capture. 
From thereon, he was cited more frequently on 
jihadi forums and many postings illustrate that 
sympathy towards his magnum opus, The Global 
Islamic Resistance Call, had drastically increased with 
a special emphasis in independent cells that perform 
individual jihad. For example, in August 2005, a 
participant of the Al-Ansar forum said about al-
Suri’s book:

my brothers, i have spent nearly a week reading this book… 
this book is not like any other book. it 
explains to you, in practical terms, how 
you with your capabilities can become 
a mujahid in your own country. 
Nobody has any longer any excuse 
[not to fight].8

Since then, many jihadi media 
fronts gave exposure to al-Suri’s 
book, some prominent and 
some not so prominent.  in late 
2006 for instance, the Algerian 
Jihad movement, Salafi Group 
for Preaching and Combat (GSPC) 
which later became known 
as al-aa’idah Organization of 
the Islamic Maghreb posted The 
Global Islamic Resistance Call on 
its website, recommending it 
as an essential reading.9 the 
Risalat al-Mujahideen journal, 
which describes itself as ‘the 
voice of the Mujahideen in the 
Levantine countries,’ had published excerpts of his 
works.10 the Global islamic media Front (GimF), 
the largest jihadi online media distributor to date, 
has repeatedly advertised and disseminated al-Suri’s 
7 Cited in Lawrence Wright, ‘the master Plan: For the New theo-
rists of Jihad, Al Qaeda is Just the Beginning’, The New Yorker, 11 
Sept. 2006, p.50. 
8 ‘What you don’t know about Abu mus’ab al-Suri’s book’ (in Ara-
bic), muntada al-Ansar al-islami 25 Aug. 2005.
9 See http://moonnight1234.com/ and www.moon4321.com. 
10 See Umar Abd al-hakim (Abu mus’ab al-Suri), ‘A Call to the 
mujahideen Youth and the Jihadi Groups in the islamic World’ (in 
Arabic), Majallat Risalat al-Mujahideen no.3, muharram 1426 (Feb. 
2005), pp.1, 18-19. 

works. members of the major Jihadi forums such 
as al-Ekhlas, al-Firdaws and al-Hesbah have posted 
countless discussions on al-Suri’s works. Prominent 
pen jihadi’s such as Abu marya al-urashi have 
described al-Suri as ‘among the most important 
thinkers’ in terms of ‘explaining the future jihadi 
strategy’ and referred to his book on global islamic 
resistance as ‘extremely important’.11 Al-Suri’s 
works are also featured in the renowned jihadi 
library, Minbar al-Tawheed wal Jihad,12 which is said 
to be run by those associated with the Jordanian 
Scholar, Abu muhammad al-maqdisi; this website 
was also recently highly recommended by Shaykh 
Usamah bin Ladin in a recent speech.13 One of the 
foremost english jihadi media outlets, at-Tibyan 
Publications, has also translated sections of his work 

on the taliban.14 however, 
his works have still not yet 
begun to circulate widely 
in the non-Arabic speaking 
jihad community.15 the 
famous Sada’ al-Jihad magazine 
which is based in the Arabian 
Peninsula, praised al-Suri in a 
poem as ‘one of the greatest 
symbols of jihad and one 
of the greatest remaining 
mujahideen in terms of 
experience and faithfulness to 
the Prophet’s tradition’.16 

his influence is not limited to 
the online network though. 
there are a plethora of 
examples where Mujahideen 
have continuously turned 
back to his military theories. 
in one example, al-aa’idah 
in the Arabian Peninsula 

(AP) launched a car bomb aimed at one of Saudi 
Arabia’s most strategic oil facilities in Abqaiq on 24 

11 See ‘A piece of advice to my brothers… Abu marya al-Qurashi’ 
(in Arabic), Shabakat al-Muhajirun al-Islamiyyah, 20 Feb. 2006. 
12 See http://tawhed.ws/a?a=hqkfgsb2. 
13 Usamah bin Ladin, ‘Practical steps to liberate Palestine’, audio 
statement, Rabi’ al-Awwal 1430 (march 2009).
14 See http://tibyan.wordpress.com/category/abu-
mus%e2%80%99ab-%e2%80%98umar-%e2%80%98abdul-hakim-
as-suri/. 
15 this is partly the reason why we have dedicated a series to a book 
that has analyzed his thoughts.
16 ‘my Letter to the hero Prisoner Abu mus’ab al-Suri’ (in Arabic), 
Sada’ al-Jihad Dhu al-Qa’dah 1426 (Dec. 2005).

http://www.moon4321.com
http://tawhed.ws/a?a=hqkfgsb2
http://tibyan.wordpress.com/category/abu-mus%E2%80%99ab-%E2%80%98umar-%E2%80%98abdul-hakim-as-suri/
http://tibyan.wordpress.com/category/abu-mus%E2%80%99ab-%E2%80%98umar-%E2%80%98abdul-hakim-as-suri/
http://tibyan.wordpress.com/category/abu-mus%E2%80%99ab-%E2%80%98umar-%E2%80%98abdul-hakim-as-suri/
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February 2006. the attack was unsuccessful and 
so a string of discussions ensued on whether or 
not attacking oil facilities should be a part of the 
strategy of AP. in these discussions, which took 
place on the al-Hesbah forum, al-Suri’s writings 
on the legitimacy and importance of attacking oil 
targets and how such attacks should be carried out 
where cited as a reference.17 in addition, important 
jihadi personalities such as Abu Jihad al-masri 
(muhammad Khalil hasan al-hukaymah) who is 
known as ‘Al-aa’idah’s Spymaster’18 – the leader 
in merging his group (egyptian islamic Group) 
with al-aa’idah’s in 2006 which led al-aa’idah to 
change its name to aa’idah al-Jihad – relied on al-
17 See, ‘Proposal to the Lions of al-Qaa’idah in the Arabian Pen-
insula’ (in Arabic), Muntadayat Shabakat al-Hesbah, 27 Feb. 2006, 
posted by Abu muhajir. 
18 See Brian Fishman, ‘Al-Qa’ida’s Spymaster Analyzes the U.S. 
intelligence Community’, Report by Combating terrorism Center, 
West Point, 6 Nov. 2006, http://www.ctc.usma.edu/mythofDelu-
sion.pdf. 

Suri’s works heavily in several of his writings such 
as ‘towards a new strategy in resisting the occupier 
(targets and methods)’, ‘the individual Jihad’, and 
‘how to Fight alone’.   

Al-Suri’s works are clearly accepted and 
implemented by many, but no one really knows 
the extent of which this penetrates within the 
jihadi current. his whereabouts are unknown and 
recently, the Spanish National Court Judge Baltasar 
Garzon has inquired the US and Pakistan as to his 
location.19 it is believed that he’s being held in a 
secret CiA prison. Nevertheless, as his influence 
increases with every year that passes, his military 
theories will continue to be highly respected and 
widely used as a reference point for many potent 
muslims that intend to embark upon Jihad. 
19 ‘Spanish judge asks US, Pak for info on Qaeda leader’ 15 April 
2009, http://www.dawn.com/wps/wcm/connect/dawn-content-
library/dawn/news/world/spanish-judge-asks-us-pakistan-for-info-
on-qaeda-leader. 

http://www.ctc.usma.edu/MythofDelusion.pdf
http://www.ctc.usma.edu/MythofDelusion.pdf
http://www.dawn.com/wps/wcm/connect/dawn-content-library/dawn/news/world/spanish-judge-asks-us-pakistan-for-info-on-qaeda-leader
http://www.dawn.com/wps/wcm/connect/dawn-content-library/dawn/news/world/spanish-judge-asks-us-pakistan-for-info-on-qaeda-leader
http://www.dawn.com/wps/wcm/connect/dawn-content-library/dawn/news/world/spanish-judge-asks-us-pakistan-for-info-on-qaeda-leader
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‘Umar bin al-Khattab travels, and the story goes that 
he was riding his camel and he had a servant, and 
they divided their time: for an hour ‘Umar bin al-
Khattab would be riding the camel, the next hour 
his servant would be riding the camel, the third hour 
both of them would be walking so that the camel 
could rest. So, as the story goes, when ‘Umar bin 
al-Khattab was on the gates of Jerusalem it was the 
turn of his servant to ride camel and ‘Umar to hold 
it. And he was dressed in this thobe that had fourteen 
patches in it. Abu Ubaydah went to ‘Umar bin al-
Khattab and he was very concerned, ‘what will the 
Romans think?’ Look at our khalifa; he’s holding 
the camel and the servant is riding it, and he has 
these cheap clothes on him. So he goes to ‘Umar bin 
al-Khattab and said, “We are in a land where they 
have a lot of show, and they judge people according 
to the way they look. Ameer al-Mu’mineen, why 
didn’t you dress in something better?” ‘Umar bin 
al-Khattab punched him in his chest and he said “i 
would expect to hear that from somebody else, Abu 
Ubaydah. We are a people whom Allah honored 
through islam, and if we seek honor in any other 
way, Allah will dishonor us.” Our honor did not 

come because of our technology, it did not come 
because of our business, it did not come because of 
our clothes, it did not come because of our science; 
it came because of islam. 

the Sahabah in the early days, [in general] the 
illiteracy rate among them was higher than the 
other nations they were conquering. the financial 
capability of them was less. their scientific and 
technological background was way behind the other 
nations they were conquering. they opened the 
east and West, through La illaha illa allah. that’s how 
they made it. So those who are inviting the muslims 
today and saying that “the solution is this and the 
solution is that” are missing the point. the solution 
is to go back to the path of the Sahabah; that’s the 
only solution for us. Rasoolullah sallallahu ‘alayhi 
wassallam says in a hadith: “If you are busy trading in 
‘eeyna’ and following the tails of your cows, and you are 
busy in agriculture, and you leave jihad fi Sabillilah, Allah 
will humiliate you until you go back to your religion.”1 So 
this hadith is saying that you could be very good in 
business, you could be very good Sheppard’s - you 
could have a lot of animal resources, and you could 
1 Ahmad no.4593; Abu Dawood 23/3455
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have farms that are producing all different crops, but 
as long as you leave the Jihad fi Sabillilah you will 
not make it, you will fail, until you go back to your 
religion. that is the solution and there’s no other 
solution. ‘Umar bin al-Khattab is saying this is how 
Allah honored us and if we try to achieve honor any 
other way we’re not going to get it, and Allah ‘Azza 
wa Jall will turn his back to the situation we were in 
before islam. We were the most humble people on 
the face of the earth, disunited, following, as Kisra 
would say, “Chasing after the dogs in the desert.” 
they would fight on trivial issues, blood was so 
cheap. But Allah ‘Azza wa Jall turned them 180 
degrees and made them the noblest people on the 
face of the earth. Because if you please Allah ‘Azza 
wa Jall, even if you displease the creation, Allah 
will be pleased with you and will make the creation 
pleased with you. 

the Sahabah were not very popular in their times; 
they were seen as enemies by the majority of the 
world. Don’t think that the Sahabah were popular in 
those days. the Roman empire and Persian empire 
did not like them at all. But look at the praise that 
the Sahabah get now from the descendants of those 
same people. You are the descendants of the people 
who fought against the Sahabah and now you are 
attending these sessions to come and listen about 
‘Umar bin al-Khattab, who might have invaded 
your own lands. Why? Because Allah ‘Azza wa 
Jall has put their love in your hearts. Because they 
pleased Allah ‘Azza wa Jall, Allah made their dhikr 
(remembrance) continue until the day of Judgment. 
muhammad sallallahu ‘alayhi wassallam, who started 
it all, was fought against, was accused (of being) a 
liar, magician, sorcerer, fortune teller, poet, insane, 
and obsessed with jinn. that’s what the people used 
to say about him in those days. the old day [version 
of ] CNN or BBC or News Week or times of the 
Day, that is what they would accuse muhammad 
sallallahu ‘alayhi wassallam of being, if we would 
take K’ab ibn al-Ashraf and his likes as being the 
mouthpieces of the media in those days. And 
now Allah ‘Azza wa Jall has fulfilled the meaning 
of the name muhammad: the most praised one. 
every single moment of the day there is a minaret 
in some time zone that is proclaiming Ashadu ana 
Muhammadur Rasoolullah. the name of muhammad 
sallallahu ‘alayhi wassallam is the most frequently 
mentioned name in the history of man. there is 
no name that is more widespread as the name of 
muhammad sallallahu ‘alayhi wassallam. All over the 

muslim world you find so many muhammad’s. 
Why? Because muhammad sallallahu ‘alayhi wassallam 
said “O Allah, as long as You’re not angry with me” 
- as long as You’re happy with me – “nothing else 
matters.” So Allah ‘Azza wa Jall has put the kabool for 
muhammad sallallahu ‘alayhi wassallam on earth.  

‘Umar bin al-Khattab, his clothes didn’t harm him. 
the fact that he was walking in mud and his servant 
was riding on the camel did not harm him. We’re 
now mentioning this story as praise of ‘Umar bin al-
Khattab, not to belittle hi; it became praise for him. 
this exact story that Abu Ubaydah was worried 
about - he was worried about the consequences 
of this - now it became praise for ‘Umar bin al-
Khattab. it’s one of the most frequently mentioned 
stories about him. So they knew that the ‘Izzah 
(honor) is with Allah ‘Azza wa Jall. ‘Izzah belongs to 
Allah, his messenger, and the Believers. 

And when the people see that, they were shocked, 
and it was reported that the women and children 
who were on the rooftops – when they saw 
‘Umar bin al-Khattab – they cried. they couldn’t 
believe their eyes. ‘is this really the khalifa of the 
muslims?’… 

Another statement that is attributed to one of the 
Persian king when he saw ‘Umar bin al-Khattab 
sleeping under a tree without any bodyguards: 
“You ruled, and you ruled with justice. So you had 
security, and you were able to sleep under a tree.”2 

2 Anwar al-Awlaki, ‘the Life and times of ‘Umar ibn al-Khattab’, 
al-Basheer Publications, CD 16.
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Most people understand fascism as an era of 
ultra-nationalism and imperialist expansion 
dedicated to conquering the world. 

Common images are of mussolini, the Duce, or of 
hitler, the Fuhrer, propagating their political views 
in front of audiences mesmerized by their charisma 
and inspired by their vision, saluting in uniform 
chant and marching in step with a philosophy that 
today resembles the worst of authoritarianisms, 
a stain on history pledged never to be repeated.  
today Barack Obama takes the political pulpit 
and mesmerizes an audience through language 
that is not clothed in the rhetoric of rampant 
nationalism or a disdain for human rights, but that 
calls to democratic traditions and that believes in 
individual liberty. however, when one carefully 
analyzes the actuality of the Obama administration 
in practice, obvious fascist resemblances occur. this 
is especially true in the economic realm, where 
recent American policy strongly correlates to fascist 
circumstances from yesteryear. Barack Obama 
represents an interesting American phenomenon 
that is the fruition of a form of liberal fascism that 
has been coalescing around the United States since 
the end of World War ii. Certainly the policies of 

nationalism and imperialism never ended but, in the 
event they come disguised in slogans of peace and 
with a dictator that is loved all over, there is a very 
real possibility that the vision for fascist control over 
the entire world could be realized. Obamanomics is 
fascism and is the greatest threat to humanity today.   

Western democrats did not always loathe fascist 
doctrine. h.G. Wells called for a ‘Liberal Fascism’ 
in 1932 and Rexford tugwell, a leading member 
of Franklin Roosevelt’s Brain trust said in 1934, 
“i find italy doing many of the things which seem 
to me necessary…. mussolini certainly has the 
same people opposed to him as FDR has. But he 
has the press controlled so that they cannot scream 
lies at him daily”.1 in 1937 the State Department 
saw fascism as ‘the rich and middle classes in self 
defense2,’ noting that ‘if Fascism cannot succeed by 
persuasion [in Germany], it must succeed by force,’ 
and concluded that ‘economic appeasement should 
prove the surest route to world peace,’ suggesting 
that Fascist economics were tolerable in U.S. eyes. 

1 Diggins, John P. Mussolini and Fascism: The View from America, 
Princeton University Press, 1972.
2 See Schmitz, The United States and Fascist Italy, 1922-1940, p. 140
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U.S. investment in italy was enormous during the 
rise of mussolini. U.S. corporations, like iBm, 
were major collaborators with the Nazis as U.S. 
investment after hitler increased by ‘some 48.5% 
between 1929 and 1940’.3 5 million Jews had already 
been killed before America entered World War ii4 in 
fact, American support for fascism ended only when 
the fascists turned against Anglo-Saxon allies.   

the underlying philosophical foundation of fascist 
economics is that prosperity naturally follows 
once a nation has achieved a cultural and spiritual 
re-awakening.5 its chief characteristic is actually a 
merger between private, corporate power and the 
desires of the state, effectively guaranteeing the 
control of the economy in the hands of an elite 
and creating conditions through the lawmaking of 
the government that guarantee profits for private 
entities and prevent the political and economic 
mobilization of the working class. Fascist regimes 
favored corporatism and were vehemently opposed 
to both socialism and capitalism. the fascist regimes 
viewed their economic model as a ‘third Way’ 
and believed that class discrepancies were a benefit, 
that the individual was only beneficial in so far as 
he served the state, that the government should 
control and plan production and the allocation of 
resources in a society, and that they in turn should 
fund and support private, corporate conglomerates 
that would serve the ‘national interest’. historian 
Gaetano Salvemini argued in 1936 that fascism 
makes taxpayers responsible to private enterprise, 
because “the State pays for the blunders of private 
enterprise... Profit is private and individual. Loss is 
public and social”.6 Fascist economics also requires 
state support for militarism. 

Recent decisions by the Obama administration 
do not depart from this philosophy. Class war is 
waged through bailouts for the banks now reaching 
$12 trillion7 while meager and disproportionate 
efforts to help industry are vehemently opposed. 
Obama recently threatened the auto industry with 
bankruptcy after giving it only $25 billion and 
3 Simpson, Christopher. “The Splendid Blonde Beast,” Grove, 1993, p 
67-8.
4 Culbertson, Kathyrn. “American Wartime indifference to the 
plight of the european Jews”
5 William G. Welk, Fascist Economic Policy, harvard University Press, 
1938. pp. 38-39
6 Salvemini, Gaetano. Under the Axe of Fascism 1936.
7 See http://www.bloomberg.com/apps/news?pid=20601103&sid=
aynZssNQtVg&refer=us

calling on ‘workers who have already made painful 
concessions to make even more’, namely accepting 
lower wages, loss of benefits and pensions, and 
banned strikes.8 his stimulus package represents 
tax cuts and programs that will largely prop up the 
major corporations while the average American will 
start to see extra income on their paychecks through 
stimulus credit they or their children must pay back 
with interest tomorrow: “Singles eligible for the 
credit might get between $10 to $15 per paycheck if 
paid weekly; for those married filing jointly, they’re 
likely to see an extra $15 to $20”.9 Wall Street as a 
result has rallied over recent weeks up 25% thanks to 
trillions for the banks while mortgage defaults rise, 
unemployment skyrockets, and industrial output 
drops by record margins. meanwhile, Obama is 
requesting $83.4 billion additional non-budgetary 
aid for wars in Afghanistan and iraq through the end 
of September.10  he certainly serves corporate elite. 

8 See http://www.baltimorechronicle.com/2009/040609Lendman.
shtml 
9 See http://finance.yahoo.com/career-work/article/106831/here-
Comes-Your-Stimulus-Bonus 
10 See  http://www.cnn.com/2009/POLitiCS/04/09/obama.war.
funding/   

http://www.bloomberg.com/apps/news?pid=20601103&sid=aynZssNQtQVg&refer=us
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http://www.baltimorechronicle.com/2009/040609Lendman.shtml
http://finance.yahoo.com/career-work/article/106831/Here-Comes-Your-Stimulus-Bonus
http://finance.yahoo.com/career-work/article/106831/Here-Comes-Your-Stimulus-Bonus
http://www.cnn.com/2009/POLITICS/04/09/obama.war.funding/
http://www.cnn.com/2009/POLITICS/04/09/obama.war.funding/
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these policies would have made mussolini 
particularly proud. mussolini originally defined his 
economics by saying, “the government will accord 
full freedom to private enterprise and will abandon 
all intervention in the private economy”,11 and he 
practiced that doctrine for four years as taxes for 
the wealthy were cut and banking regulation was 
essentially done away with. in 1925 the budget 
was balanced, major government utilities were 
deregulated and privatized, and socialist programs 
were repealed. this created a period of prosperity 
with high inflation. however, once mussolini had 
a firm grip on power, he altered the economic 
perspective and enforced protectionism, government 
intervention, and planning. in 1929 italy was hit by 
the depression, unemployment rose, the italian Lira 
crashed, stocks fell and the banks which had accrued 
numerous securities faced bankruptcy. mussolini’s 
financier controllers crafted a huge bank bailout and 
the government then began enlisting corporations 
to support and prop up as long as they manipulated 
prices in accordance with the desires of the state. 
twenty two guilds, known as ‘corporations’ were 
set up representing different industries and they 
were given representation in a legal body that 
set legislation.  these mixed entities were called 
‘instituti’ and their purpose was to form private, 
public partnerships. the model came to be known as 
corporatism. Fascism supported the heavy industrial 
sector to the detriment of lighter industrial sectors, 
dedicated to building consumer goods,12 while 
public works spending tripled to overtake defense 
spending as the largest item of expenditure. in 1935 
italy started its imperialist expansion in ethiopia, 
the League of Nations imposed sanctions and 
mussolini launched the slogan, “Preferite il Prodotto 
11 Carl t. Schmidt, “The corporate state in action; Italy under fascism”, 
Oxford University Press, 1939. pp. 115
12 Guerin, Daniel, “Fascism and Big Business.” 1936.

Italiano” or “Prefer to Buy italian”.13 mussolini’s 
ambition turned internationalist as he started to 
prop up the fascist Franco regime in Spain. By 1939 
italy had a higher percentage of state run enterprises 
than the Soviet Union and italy eventually joined 
the fascist, Axis powers in World War ii only to 
be prevented in conquering additional territory 
and wrecking more havoc throughout the world 
by means of military intervention by the Allied 
powers. By the end of World War ii italy’s fascist 
experiment had wreaked havoc on the world at 
large. 

mussolini was a dictator. his term lasted 
21 years, but the progression of events 

with relation to the American economy over an 
era roughly that long is surprisingly similar. As 
mussolini originally espoused free market doctrine, 
so too did the new era of supply-side conservatives 
during the Reagan-Bush i era that ushered in a 
period of high growth based on tax cuts for the 
wealthy, deregulation, and privatization. the 
deregulatory era, essentially allowed corporations 
to do what they wanted as they were unrestrained 
by regulatory compliances that protect the 
general welfare or the environment. however, in 
the event of losses the public would pay to bail 
out corporation from losses as the lack of social 
progression began a process of rapidly increasing 
discrepancy between rich and poor income. 
Corporate, elite power was consolidated.  this 
era was followed up by the Clinton term that 
pledged an end to big government and managed 
to balance the budget by borrowing from a “social 
security surplus” to pay down the national debt 
and by forcing tens of thousands off welfare rolls 
through social austerity programs. the Clinton 
13 Farrell, Nicholas, Mussolini: A New Life, Sterling Publishing, 
2005 page 233



41Jihad Recollections | May 2009

Administration deregulated the banking industry 
by repealing the Glass-Steagall Act of 1933 thus 
creating the opportunity for speculation that drove 
the U.S. into its present catastrophic condition. the 
following Bush ii era witnessed yet more tax cuts 
for the rich alongside increasingly lucrative publicly 
subsidized contracts with corporate conglomerates. 
By the end of Bush ii, the corporatism of America 
had grown to represent a delicate system of 
publically subsidized private contracts expanding 
across virtually every sector and essentially similar 
to mussolini’s corporatist guilds. today the major 
corporations in America are bigger and more 
powerful than many of the nations they operate in 
and most of them would be bankrupt were it not for 
the contracts, subsidies and proceeds they earn from 
government partnerships. 

Obama took office amidst the greatest economic 
calamity since the Great Depression much like 
mussolini in 1929 and his reaction to depressed 
circumstances are not unlike his fascist counterpart. 
in fact, they are similar in action and differ only in 
approach. mussolini came to power through support 
of the corporate elite and because of his ability to 
crush the resistance of labor that was starting to call 
for socialist solutions. Contrary to popular opinion, 
Obama’s primary campaign funders were from Wall 
Street,14 a major break from their traditional support 
of Republicans and his ability has been to virtually 
squash the mounting populist movement that may 
have blossomed in the face of bailouts for the rich 
without equivalent relief for the populace were 
it not for empty slogans of ‘hope’ and ‘Change’. 
however, his economic policy seems to suggest the 
absolute embracement of fascist economic systems. 
One Western journalist records, “Obamanomics 
represents something even bigger… At a moment 
when the fundamental precepts of market capitalism 
and government’s relationship to the economy are 
up for grabs, the Obamans are attempting nothing 
less than the redefinition of progressivism, which 
could alter the terms of political engagement and 
the ideological balance of power for decades to 
come”.15  Yet Obama is no progressive; he may 
speak with slang from the New Deal era but his 
government solutions will not provide ‘public 
goods’. FDR redefined the banking sector, went 
14 See http://www.opensecrets.org/pres08/contrib.
php?cycle=2008&cid=N00009638 
15 heillemann, Neil. “inside Obama’s economic Brain trust.” New 
York Magazine, march 10, 2009

to war with Wall Street, and used infrastructure 
to provide jobs for Americans. Obama’s stimulus 
package seeks tax relief to encourage corporations to 
engage in ‘green’ technologies, encourages private-
public partnerships in the realm of infrastructure 
that will eventually sell off America’s public 
property like imF conditionality’s did throughout 
the developing world in recent history. he is 
not creating jobs as much as creating immense 
opportunities for corporate conglomerates by taking 
the stance that public goods should be provided by 
private powers that can be bribed and coerced to 
enter specific realms of production through the use 
of tax credit and subsidies. in education he refuses to 
cap rising tuition costs of private universities with 
billions in unspent endowment money and instead 
taxes the general populace for additional grant 
money to pay the high tuition fees. his alternative 
energy policy is nothing but a sham that will create 
‘cap-and-trade’ solutions that will raise the costs of 
conventional energy and create mechanisms that 
bankers can speculate on, thus reviving the casino-
like neo-liberal financial model and seeking to 
create yet another ‘bubble’ good for Wall Street. in 
healthcare it is not single payer services that provide 
real care to the people, but subsidies for the medical 
and pharmaceutical corporations; the goal is to 
allow every American to purchase private insurance. 
this is fascist economics at a terminal stage, where 
crisis forces military expansion as the domestic 
economy, overrun by corporatism, must expand.

While many today speak of the decline in American 
power, the rise of China, the devaluation of the 
dollar, hyperinflation, and the end of an American 
era, there is the possibility that the economic 
afflictions plaguing the world right now may lead 
to greater consolidation of power in the hands 
of the establishment oligarchy.  in 1973 John D. 
Rockefeller encountered the ‘humanistic revolution’ 
of the 60’s and 70’s and pondered that the crisis 
against the establishment during that era actually 
represented an opportunity to develop a new global 
capitalism that led to the international system 
of today we term ‘globalization’ and its essential 
characteristic: further consolidation of power under 
neo-fascism.16 it gave birth to the economics that 
brought shopping malls and consumerist ignorance 
to the forefront of American society as third world 
countries outbid each other and squashed domestic 
16 Rockefeller, John D. “the Second American Revolution: Some 
Personal Observations.” harper Collins: 1973. 

http://www.opensecrets.org/pres08/contrib.php?cycle=2008&cid=N00009638
http://www.opensecrets.org/pres08/contrib.php?cycle=2008&cid=N00009638
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labor rights and the Washington consensus dictated 
by the World Bank and the international monetary 
Fund created a new economic fascism that came 
equipped with the liberal slogans of the new 
‘humanistic revolution’. in his book Rockefeller 
disparaged ‘old-fashioned nationalism’, astutely 
recognizing that the winds of change were an 
opportunity to exploit a crisis and create a climate 
that could produce private powers more powerful 
than nation states. today corporate lobbies dictate 
every aspect of life. it is neo-fascism with a friendly 
face and Obama has proved a worthy Fuhrer.  Now 
the establishment seeks another paradigm, an 
international order born from crisis that returns 
home to roost on the U.S. nation and creates an 
ultimate form of corporatist fascism with a friendly 
face. henry Kissinger explained, “the president-
elect (Obama) is coming into office at a moment 
when there is upheaval in many parts of the world 
simultaneously…  i think his task will be to develop 
an overall strategy for America in this period when, 
really, a new world order can be created. it’s a great 
opportunity, it isn’t just a crisis”.17 Certainly, the 
fascists are seeking to advance to a new stage.

17 See henry Kissinger interview on CNBC. Clip available at  
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=KD3BqK-9ZiU&e

in no way should we be confused and think that 
Obamanomics is a deliberate policy set contrived by 
the man that holds the presidential seat in America. 
Obama is the epitome of the neo-fascist American 
culture. he is a rock star, a speech reading, tele-
prompter dependent icon of an insane generation; 
his rhetoric is carefully contrived to put the 
benign face on corporatism. the power of fascist 
propaganda is nothing compared to the propaganda 
of consumer capitalism. the elite have long-since 
learned the art of always appearing peaceful. their 
previous fascist experiment ended as soon as its 
actual nature was exposed. the American populace 
was raised on the corporate consumerist, brand 
name culture; a culture that is driven by greed 
and acquisition of ever more profit and power but 
that portrays itself in a benign light through the 
propaganda of the era as smiling teddy bears and 
near-naked models hawk all sorts of trifles and toys 
that can be categorized and packaged with barcodes 
that resemble the careful methodological scrutiny 
of fascist regimes. State propaganda films have been 
replaced with 180 channels of indoctrination selling 
the notion that the U.S. always does right while the 
rest of the world must be kept under the control of 
the benign U.S. master. enter Barack Obama; no 
longer the hitler or mussolini strong man, now the 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=KD3BqK-9ZiU&e
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world has grown used to slogans of change, hope, and democracy. today’s fascist leader must come with a 
democratic face as America’s war machine is quite often portrayed as a liberating army, humanitarian in all its 
intervention.  

Defense Secretary Robert Gates recently announced a 2010 military budget that will revolutionize the U.S. 
military. his proposal does away with typical expenditures associated with traditional expenditures associate 
with fight traditional wars enemy and suggests that the United States plans on fighting asymmetrical wars 
necessary as Fareed Zakaria says in a world ‘characterized by failed states and terrorism…not Soviet style 
challenges’.18 the Pentagon classifies this as ‘expeditionary warfare’ or ‘counterinsurgency operations’. it 
is clear they are preparing for long-term counterinsurgency against ‘muslim extremists’. In fact, these 
‘Muslim extremists’ represent the last and final resistance to total control for the corporatist 
oligarchy over the world. the pacifist belief that the masses can be rallied by democratic means in the face 
of the severe power and propaganda of neo-corporatism is absurd. Countless souls are waking up but this 
machine is stronger than hitler or mussolini ever was. the challenge is to convince increasing numbers of 
individuals about the nature of the neo-corporatism and to pose the alternative social, political and economic 
order offered by the ur’an and Sunnah. One must understand the enemy before they can fight it. Fascism, 
by its nature, consumes itself. islam, as a system, continues to wrest primarily in an ideological realm, but 
it will always remain. it is time that all of its fruits, treasures, and solutions are brought to practice. Once 
the U.S. rid the world of hitler it controlled the world and chose to imitate the aggressor it defeated. the 
mujahideen will never do the same.      

18 See http://www.cnn.com/2009/POLitiCS/04/10/zakaria.pentagon/   

http://www.cnn.com/2009/POLITICS/04/10/zakaria.pentagon/
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this topic is continued from the first issue: ‘Obama’s 
questionable economic stimulus package’. it is still 
about health it package in Obama’s health care 
reform which can directly affect doctors and other 
health care providers.

White House places more control over the 
doctors 

Dr. Betsy mcCaughey, former lieutenant governor 
of New York, wrote an article in Bloomberg News, 
“Ruin your health with the Obama Stimulus 
Plan”, she has since been in the spotlight. Some 
of the media outlets such as Lou Dobbs of CNN 
and Glenn Beck of Fox News invited her for an 
interview. 

Impact on doctors’ autonomy in making 
treatment decisions?

One of the aspects that Dr. mcCaughey raised in 
her article was criticizing the federal government 
as plan to monitoring and dictating the doctors’ 
treatments. in the article, she wrote “the goal is to 
reduce costs and ‘guide’ your doctor’s decisions”. 
She further states that “keeping doctors informed 
of the newest medical findings is important, but 
enforcing uniformity goes too far”.1 Democratic 
websites and some of the blogs had promptly 
attacked Dr. mcCaughey. Rick Ungar, an attorney 
and professional writer, also viewed that the health 
section “speaks solely to the development of an 
heR (health electronic record) system and how it 

1 mcCaughey Betsy, ‘Ruin Your health With the Obama Stimulus 
Plan: Betsy mcCaughey’. See http://www.bloomberg.com/apps/ne
ws?pid=newsarchive&sid=aLzfDxfbwhzs

can be most effectively used to share patient and 
clinical information to improve the quality of medical 
care”. he has attacked Dr. mcCaughey for her 
written comments on Bloomberg as trying to ‘use 
some credibility for her work on the spread of 
infectious disease’.2 Senate Benjamin Louise Cardin, 
a Democrat from maryland, had an interview 
on FOX television. he defends the health care 
bill as “there is nothing in this legislation that 
interferes with a doctor making a decision, with 
the patient, on what is appropriate care. What 
is in this legislation is an effort to make sure we 
share information – generically, appropriately – so 
doctors and medical providers can have the best 
information, but there’s nothing in this bill that 
compromises the decision-making between the 
doctor and the patient.” 3 

According to SeC. 4112., APPLiCAtiON tO 
PRiVAte eNtitieS: “each agency (relating 
to promoting quality and efficient health care in 
Federal government administered or sponsored 
health care programs) shall require in contracts 
or agreements with health care providers, health 
plans, or health insurance issuers that as each 
provider, plan, or issuer implements, acquires, or 
upgrades health information technology systems, 
it shall utilize, where available, health information 
technology systems and products that meet 

2 Rick Ungar, ‘Stimulus Bill health Scare – Could Betsy mc-
Caughey Be more Full Of…Bad information?’ See http://
culture11.com/blogs/hcc/2009/02/10/stimulus-bill-health-scare-
could-betsy-mccaughey-be-more-full-ofbad-information/
3 FoxNews.com, ‘health Care Reform?’ See http://www.foxnews.
com/search-results/m/21856569/health-care-reform.htm

http://www.bloomberg.com/apps/news?pid=newsarchive&sid=aLzfDxfbwhzs
http://www.bloomberg.com/apps/news?pid=newsarchive&sid=aLzfDxfbwhzs
http://culture11.com/blogs/hcc/2009/02/10/stimulus-bill-health-scare-could-betsy-mccaughey-be-more-full-ofbad-information/
http://culture11.com/blogs/hcc/2009/02/10/stimulus-bill-health-scare-could-betsy-mccaughey-be-more-full-ofbad-information/
http://culture11.com/blogs/hcc/2009/02/10/stimulus-bill-health-scare-could-betsy-mccaughey-be-more-full-ofbad-information/
http://www.foxnews.com/search-results/m/21856569/health-care-reform.htm
http://www.foxnews.com/search-results/m/21856569/health-care-reform.htm
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standards and implementation specifications”.4 
this section implies that the doctors and other 
health care providers will need to comply with 
health information technology and follow its 
practices under the federal government’s contract. 
Byron J. Richards, Board-Certified Clinical 
Nutritionist, an outspoken critic of the government 
and Pharmaceutical companies said “all health 
professionals are required to abide by the standards 
of care that are determined in conjunction with 
the cost containment and ‘best practices’ ideas of the 
federal government, whatever they may be. this 
means that the government is directly telling doctors 
how to practice medicine, and even what kind 
of medicine is allowed, contrary to what Senator 
Cardin told FOX news”.5

For many doctors, they are skeptical about the 
Obama’s health care reform. One of them is Dr. 
David h. Newman. he raises concerns over this 
reform which requires doctors to follow the medical 
procedures guidelines base on health information 
technology, that is, the suggestions of the White 
house. he comments “the critical question that 
looms for health care reform is whether patients, 
doctors and experts are prepared to set aside 
ideology in the face of data. Can we abide by the 
evidence when it tells us that antibiotics don’t 
clear ear infections or help strep throats? Can we 
stop asking for, and writing, these prescriptions? 
Can we stop performing, and asking for, knee and 
back surgeries? Can we handle what the evidence 
reveals? Are we ready for the truth?”6 he places 
his suggestions to the federal government ‘to place 

4 the Library of Congress, thomas, ‘Section 4112. Application to 
Private entities’. See http://www.whitehouse.com/files/part16ado-
be.pdf
5 Byron, J. Richards, ‘Obama Snuck Socialist health Care Reform 
in the Stimulus Bill’. See http://www.newswithviews.com/Rich-
ards/byron172.htm
6 the New York times, ‘Believing in treatments that don’t work’. 
See http://well.blogs.nytimes.com/2009/04/02/the-ideology-of-
health-care/

evidence above ideology, researchers and analysts 
must be trained in critical analysis, have no conflicts 
of interest and be a diverse group’.

mike Adams, a commentator of Natural News, points 
out the reality of how Obama’s healthcare reform 
can affect the patients. he writes “for example that 
a local doctor who knows the patient and his family, 
and who is aware of specific local circumstances 
affecting that patient will no longer be able to apply 
any of that knowledge in treating the patient. All 
treatments will be dictated from the government, 
obliterating the whole point of allowing doctors to 
operate with some degree of autonomy in the first 
place”.7

Give away more money to obedient doctors

Under section 4311, incentives for eligible 
professionals “(1) iNCeNtiVe PAYmeNtS – 
… with respect to covered professional services 
furnished by an eligible professional during a 
payment year …, if the eligible professional is a 
‘meaningful HER (health electronic Record) user’.8 
it will offer them the extra money for up to $15,000 
per year for any of them who is willing to comply 
with the guidelines of health it. Byron Richards 
criticizes it as “this section introduces the term 
‘meaningful user’, which is repeatedly used in the 
context of a health professional who is conforming 
to whatever the it system tells them to do with 
their patients.” he further notes “this means your 
doctor’s bonus could be more important than the 
right decision for your health”.9

Pay-for-Performance System

the Senator’s pay-for-per formance proposal is a 
variation of a Bush Admin istration initiative. it was 
first introduced by President George W. Bush, in 
conjunction with reforming the medicare payment 
system for physicians. Under the original medicare 
statute, federal officials are specifically forbidden 
from interfering with the practice of medicine—a 
legal recognition of the profound need to protect 
7 mike Adams, ‘Big Brother health Care Provisions Slipped 
into economic Stimulus Bill’. See http://www.naturalnews.
com/025575.html
8 the Library of Congress, thomas, ‘Section 4311.incentives for 
eligible professionals’. See http://thomas.loc.gov/cgi-bin/query/
F?c111:2:./temp/~c11129eG4q:e580802:
9 Byron, J. Richards, ‘Obama Snuck Socialist health Care Reform 
in the Stimulus Bill’. See http://www.newswithviews.com/Rich-
ards/byron172.htm

http://www.whitehouse.com/files/part16adobe.pdf
http://www.whitehouse.com/files/part16adobe.pdf
http://www.newswithviews.com/Richards/byron172.htm
http://www.newswithviews.com/Richards/byron172.htm
http://well.blogs.nytimes.com/2009/04/02/the-ideology-of-health-care/
http://well.blogs.nytimes.com/2009/04/02/the-ideology-of-health-care/
http://www.naturalnews.com/025575.html
http://www.naturalnews.com/025575.html
http://thomas.loc.gov/cgi-bin/query/F?c111:2:./temp/~c11129eG4q:e580802
http://thomas.loc.gov/cgi-bin/query/F?c111:2:./temp/~c11129eG4q:e580802
http://www.newswithviews.com/Richards/byron172.htm
http://www.newswithviews.com/Richards/byron172.htm
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the independence and integrity of the medical 
profession from government interfer ence. he 
points out that “the Obama proposal would breach 
that wall of separation between the financing of 
medicine and the practice of medicine. this should 
cause concern among both doctors and patients”.10 

Pay-for-performance or value based purchasing 
(P4P) is a health care payment system which rewards 
doctors, hospitals, and other health care providers 
for their efficiency. efficiency is usually defined as 
providing higher quality for a lower cost. it sounds 
great to the author because the White house wants 
to control costs and focusing on health care quality, 
but what seems to be the problem? the biggest 
challenge is getting everyone to agree on quality 
standards. ‘Quality standards are objective measures 
used to determine whether providers are offering 
high quality care. For example, one possible quality 
standard would be for doctors to test A1C (blood 
test) level in patients with diabetes four times a year. 
in a P4P system, doctors who meet this standard 
would be rewarded appropriately’.11 Does this not 
sound to you that doctors/healthcare providers 
are being totally dictated by the White house? ‘A 
separate study on pay-for-performance schemes in 
the Annals of Family medicine, found that doctors 
resented the intrusion of such plans on the doctor-
patient relationship’.12 

Harvard Medical School rejects Health IT claims

10 Barack Obama’s tax plan: ‘health care section’. See http://www.
barackobamataxplan.com/health-care/
11 Kelly montgomery, ‘What is Pay-for-Performance?’ See http://
healthinsurance.about.com/od/faqs/f/p4p.htm
12 Julie Steenhuysen, ‘No verdict on pay-for-performance U.S. 
health plan’. See http://www.reuters.com/article/healthNews/
idUStRe5290LQ20090310

According to the Library of Congress, under 
section 3001, the purpose of adopting health it 
is “to allow using and sharing information as to 
reduce health care costs resulting from inefficiency, 
medical errors, inappropriate care, duplicate care 
and incomplete information… provides appropriate 
information to help guide medical decisions at 
the time and place of care”.13  Drs. Jerome and 
Pamela, staff at the faculty of harvard medical 
School writes in Wall Street Journal, “Following 
his announcement, we spoke with fellow physicians 
at the harvard teaching hospitals, where electronic 
medical records have been in use for years. All of us 
were dumbfounded, wondering how such dramatic 
claims of cost-saving and quality improvement 
could be true”.14 they further note that ‘there is 
no evidence that electronic medical records lower 
the chances of diagnostic error’. An example of 
their studies that raise further doubt is a 2008 
study published in Circulation, a premier cardiology 
journal, which assesses the influence of electronic 
medical records on the quality of care of more than 
15,000 patients with heart failure. it concluded that 
‘current use of electronic health records results in 
little improvement in the quality of heart failure 
care compared with paper-based systems’.15

13 the Library of Congress, thomas, ‘Section 3001. Office of 
the national coordinator for health information technology’. 
See http://thomas.loc.gov/cgi-bin/query/F?c111:1:./
temp/~c111UeehRR:e186256:
14 Jerome Groopman and Pamela hartzband, ‘Obama’s $80 
Billion exaggeration’. See http://online.wsj.com/article/
SB123681586452302125.html
15 National Nurses movement, ‘Whizbank Computer Systems No 
Panacea for health Care Reform’. See http://www.openleft.com/
diary/12192/

http://www.barackobamataxplan.com/health-care/
http://www.barackobamataxplan.com/health-care/
http://healthinsurance.about.com/od/faqs/f/p4p.htm
http://healthinsurance.about.com/od/faqs/f/p4p.htm
http://www.reuters.com/article/healthNews/idUSTRE5290LQ20090310
http://www.reuters.com/article/healthNews/idUSTRE5290LQ20090310
http://thomas.loc.gov/cgi-bin/query/F?c111:1:./temp/~c111UEeHRR:e186256
http://thomas.loc.gov/cgi-bin/query/F?c111:1:./temp/~c111UEeHRR:e186256
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http://online.wsj.com/article/SB123681586452302125.html
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When living in the West, it is important to 
remember that protecting the muslim 

community here from the deviants and apostates is 
essential in the individual role of strengthening the 
Ummah upon the bonds of Tawheed. the stronger 
our Ummah, the more heroes we see appearing from 
lands we would never expect. in my experience 
with working in the Da’wah field, i have seen 
the ups and downs, the do’s and don’ts, and the 
successful methods of guiding new converts to 
a state of strength. the following piece is a list i 
devised as a structured guidance for the Ummah in 
helping a new convert rush to the pleasure of Allah. 

Before i start, it is advisable to give him a daily 
schedule to follow; make it very, very easy. 
incorporate daily Qur’an reading for example. 
Once he learns how to pray properly – just with the 
foundations – then make sure he prays five times 
daily. in addition, it is advisable to avoid Politics in 
the beginning; if he asks, then be brief, to the point, 
do not deceive him, but at the same time, speak in a 
way where he’s not offended or turned off. the list 
below are not entirely ‘steps’ as you would think. 
Rather, you have to decide when to move to the 
next point whilst incorporating the point before. 
Some of the points have to be incorporated all at 
once whereas some have to be put off to a later time.  

1. Start with ‘Aqeedah – tell him about the six 
pillars of Iman, the five pillars of islam, how our 
life’s focus is on the Akhira, the conditions of Iman, 
and the Nullifiers of islam. Use books like Kitab 

at-Tawheed by Shaykh muhammad ibn ‘Abd al-
Wahhab, Fath al-Majid by Shaykh ‘Abd al-Rahman 
bin hasan al-Shaykh, and al-‘Aqeedah al-Wasitiyyah 
by ibn taymiyyah. there are many excellent books 
in reality, but try to use the exceptional ones like 
these. You don’t have to go through the entire book 
for each; rather, you can take sections from them. 
Also, in this first stage, it is imperative to explain 
how we take from ur’an and Sunnah, how we are 
against bid’ah and Ahl al-Bid’ah, concepts such as 
Wala’ and Bara’ etc. By teaching him properly, you 
will notice how he naturally leaves his disbelieving 
friends for the muslims and display great love for 
the worldwide muslim brothers and sisters. 

2. Teach him piety, morals, and good manners 
early on. it is very important to build his islamic 
character as soon as possible so he can realize his 
errors (on his own), love islam more, and know 
what it actually means to strive to be a good muslim 
and human being. 

3. Give him an Islamic environment – give him 
brotherhood, take him on trips with other pious 
brothers, have him watch you (or others) perform 
the ‘Ibadah of da’wah, have him attend the halaqaat of 
the Scholars with you, play sports with him that he 
enjoys etc.

4. Share stories of the Sahaba – use authentic 
books to share the lives of the Sahaba with him. 
make the point to him that the Sahaba are his role 
models. 
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5. Teach him Arabic – Start off with basic Arabic. 
eventually, when he’s ready to start understanding 
Arabic, either refer him to a qualified brother or 
direct him to some works/programs that can help 
him. 

6. After two to three months, make sure he’s 
reading Islamic books on his own related to 
‘Aqeedah, basic Fiqh, etc. if possible give him books 
or purchase them for him or tell him where he 
can purchase them. in addition, you should start 
showing him non-political islamic documentaries of 
your choice. 

7. Make sure he is attending Jum’ah every week. 
if he is having conflicts with work or school or 
family, then give him naseeha and help him where 
necessary. 

8. After three to four months, show him the two 
part documentary of Khattab’s life – the translated 
version of course. Watch it together with him and 
a few brothers if possible. it’s important to watch 
it with him since you can be there to answer any of 
his questions; if it’s not possible, then that’s fine. i 
chose this documentary because it focuses on the 
exquisiteness of ital, the significance of sincerity, 
devotion for Allah and gaining nearness to him, the 
beauty of brotherhood, and the love for sacrificing 
this world for the next. these are overlapping 
principles which will help instill in him a strong 
islamic character.     

9. After six to seven months, focus heavily on 
the virtues of Jihad. then teach him Fiqh of Jihad 
using the works of imam Anwar and the various 
books that have been translated. then teach him 
constants of Jihad. then teach him about feeling for 
the Ummah’s suffering. then teach him that Jihad is 
fard ‘ayn and not fard kiffayah (after explaining what 
they are). then teach him to have Husn al-Dhann 
(benefit of the doubt) for Mujahideen. then teach 
him how a large portion of muslims in the West 

are against the Mujahideen due to their cowardice, 
ignorance, and misplaced Wala’ and Bara’. then 
teach him to love the Mujahideen and their leaders. 
then teach him about the trials of Jihad such as 
imprisonment, torture, exile etc. and how to cope 
with it spiritually. then introduce him to the works 
of the Jihadi Shuyookh. Within this module, teach 
and discuss with him about the political situation 
today around the world and where the Jihad stands. 

10. When his Arabic is good enough, help him 
memorize ur’an and the books Hadeeth. make 
sure you explain its importance to him as well as 
the importance of seeking knowledge and desiring 
to be in the circles of knowledge that are led by the 
‘Ulema. Beautifying this will help him become more 
sincere. 

11. Give him in-depth lessons on Jannah and 
Naar; use imam Anwar’s hereafter series as a 
guideline or just have him listen to it. 

Regularly testing his knowledge is also 
recommended. it’s to see how much he is soaking 
in and it determines if you are giving him too 
much. Now, i know the disbelieving media outlets 
will look at this list and make up some childish 
statement such as, ‘Jihadists devise strategic list to 
make converts into terrorists’. My advice to them 
is: if you have a problem with Jihad, then you 
have a problem with our religion. Jihad is not just a 
strategic means to a greater political goal for us, but 
it is also an act of worship which Allah loves and 
sanctions. Call us terrorists or fanatics; we don’t care 
because this is our religion and we are proud to be 
on the side of the virtuous individuals that worship 
their Lord in the middle of the night, humbly 
begging him for forgiveness, mercy, and entrance 
into Paradise because we are not satisfied with blind 
following a people who believe a man died for 
his sins or that somehow we are forgiven without 
any realistic effort on our part. And what are your 
people like? Your people spend the middle of their 
nights either wasted after intoxicating themselves or 
chasing after women and begging them for adultery. |
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Shaykh ‘Abdullah Sa’eed continues…1

“So he dedicated himself to many characteristics that are attributed to lions of this Ummah: uprightness and 
courage, generosity and openhandedness, nobility and chivalry, and as the proverb goes: ‘For everything 
that works and effort is put into, the result is awaited’.2  immediately after arriving into Afghanistan, he 
committed himself to the next Shari’ah-obligated step of his journey, and that was to train himself to be 
competent in fighting the invading infidels. So he entered the al-Faruq training camp, which had been 
initially funded and started by the Mujahid Shaykh, Usamah bin Laden, may Allah preserve him. So after 
completing his training, he accompanied his brothers to the battle fronts where he started to gain the true 
characteristics of manhood. the first city he traveled to was the Afghani city of Khost. in it, he carried out 
and fulfilled the obligation of Jihad. he continued there until Allah opened Khost for the Mujahideen under 
the leadership of the Lion of Khurasan, Al-mawlawi Jalalud-Din haqqani, may Allah preserve him”.3 

Although Shaykh Abu Layth, may Allah have mercy upon him, was keen on participating in battles on the 
Afghani front against the infidels and fulfilling the obligations ital and training, he still attended as many 
gatherings of islamic Shari’ah [courses] as he could.  he did so because he had a desire to combine his Jihad 
1 this is a translation of As-Sahab media’s release entitled, ‘Wind of Paradise 3’ which is dedicated to the life of Shaykh Abu Layth al-Libi, 
may Allah have mercy upon him.
2 this proverb cannot be translated directly  without a comment: it means that based on how much effort you put into something and how 
exhausted you become, that will determine the outcome of the effort.
3 ‘Mawlawi’ means someone who is a scholar in the Pashtu language.
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with seeking islamic Knowledge and continuing his 
educational pursuits.”  

Shaykh ‘Atiyatullah said:

“After our arrival to the fronts of battle, and having 
had a chance to act upon our military training, there 
came the opportunity to gather islamic knowledge 
under some of the Scholars who were in the area. 
We used to tell ourselves frequently: ‘if it were not 
for the Jihad, we would have immersed ourselves 
in gathering Shari’ah knowledge’. the Prophet, 
peace be upon him, said, ‘Were it not for Hijrah, I 
would be one of the Ansar’. the young man who 
has high aspirations and goals and possesses a clean 
heart, if he is not engaged in the Jihad battlefronts, 
then he is immersing himself in the gatherings 
of islamic knowledge, under the guidance of the 
sincere islamic scholars. And the truth is: the one 
who is at a loss does not take part in either of 
the two whilst he has the capacity to do so. And 
these meanings apply especially to the individuals 
engaging themselves in leadership over the muslims: 
such people must either be working on gathering 
knowledge or expending their efforts in Jihad. the 
ideal is to combine between both of these actions.

Shaykh Abu Layth was initially leaning more 
towards the pursuit of knowledge, and he excelled 
in it with memorizing the Qur’an, having a keen 
understanding, and patience on listening: so he 
became advanced in his studies and we wished 
that he would be distinguished in this endeavor. 
then he started to put his efforts in leadership and 
action, and politics as well as military training, and 
strategical understanding”. 

Afghanistan offered him a wealth of opportunities 
to carry out fighting and be a part of various groups 
affiliated with the Afghan Jihad. these groups 
used their extensive experiences in battlefronts 
and islamic knowledge to widen the doors of 
islamic militant training, social organization and 
infrastructure, and circles of sincere gatherers of 
knowledge. And among these groups was the Jama’at 
al-Islamiyah al-Muqatilah in which Shaykh Abu 

Layth became affiliated with”.

Shaykh ‘Abdullah Sa’eed said:

“And during this period, he caught up with the 
Jama’at al-Islamiyah al-Muqatilah and he joined their 
ranks, and [by this time] it had already perfected its 
training in the fields of Jihad. he prepared himself 
to be one of the members of the Shari’ah council 
that formed among them. Later, he finished his 
training and preparation, surrendering to the will 
of his Lord. ﴾And prepare for them what you can 
from strength﴿ (al-Anfal: 60).

thus, he completed further training in the camp 
‘Salman Al-Farisi’, a branch of the Jama’at al-
Muqatilah.  And the Jama’at al-Islamiyah al-Muqatilah, 
as it is known, is a Salafi Jihadi Jama’ah. it has a clear 
ideology that is calculated and organized, which 
rose for the purpose of Jihad and to give victory to 
the word of Allah in Libya. it also rose to give aid 
to any Mujahideen fighting on any part of this earth, 
where the slogan of Allah’s word is being raised.  
And the Jama’ah has offered many large sacrifices 
on every level: from its leadership to its regular 
membership. indeed, its leadership is still suffering 
at the hands of oppression and tyranny in the land 
of Libya, and they have remained steadfast on their 
ideology. they have remained steadfast despite 
all the bargaining and pressures being placed on 
them, the purpose of which is to get them to return 
back from pursuing their desired path and make 
them give up their cause of truth. We ask Allah 
to give them resoluteness and a way out from their 
calamities”.  

Shaykh Abu Layth, may Allah have mercy upon 
him, arrived with his brothers to the land of 
Afghanistan to battle the Communist army of 
the Soviet Union and its allies from the Afghan 
people. Allah gave him and his Mujahideen brother’s 
victory over the second most powerful nation in the 
world, the empire of evil and atheism, the Soviet 
Union.  So it was forced to flee from Afghanistan, 
and carrying behind it the tails of defeat, and this 
withdrawal was the final incident that sealed its 

53
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historical fate.

Shaykh Usamah bin Laden said:

“the people used to say, i swear by Allah my 
brothers, this including general muslims and those 
of scholastic knowledge, that they do not believe 
it would be humanely possible for the Afghan 
people to stand up against the Soviet Union from 
the extent of fear and cowardice that had entered 
their hearts, to the point that this fear had struck 
even the learned ones among this Ummah. When we 
decided to travel to Afghanistan, we were told by 
our colleagues in a kind gesture: ‘Look, the Russians 
cannot be defeated so just stop’. even when the first 
signs of victory started to appear on the horizon, 
and the Soviet Union started to withdraw its first 
few battalions, nobody actually imagined that 
the Soviet Union would actually fully withdraw. 
this was as a result of the extent of Wahn4 that 
had entered their minds, and some of the people 
even said ‘this initial withdrawal of soldiers from 
Afghanistan is simply a tactical move, we want to 
surprise the Mujahideen’. And some of the people 
even accused us of being mentally retarded and 
insane: ‘you want to fight Russia?!’ even the leaders 
of the Gulf Countries would talk in this manner 
with the leaders of the Afghan Jihad.  So the people 

4 Wahn means to love this world, and hate death.

continued to think that Russia was removing 
soldiers from Afghanistan simply out of tactical 
benefits; some of the righteous people even said 
‘indeed Russia has a specific interest in continuing 
the war in Afghanistan, and if it had wanted to stop 
the war, it would have done so within a period of 24 
hours’, and we say ‘Nothing happens in this universe 
and there is no power except that Allah is in control, 
to Allah we complain, from the extent of the severe 
Wahn that has entered the Ummah’. So after long 
battles in which the Afghan people sacrificed what 
you have already come to know and complete 
withdrawal of Soviet Soldiers was initiated and 
war machinery was removed from the country, the 
Soviet leaders admitted that the war had cost over 
70 billion dollars”.

And with this monumental victory, the 
determination of the Mujahidoon was raised in the 
minds of those who immigrated to Afghanistan; 
this was the movement that produced many Jihadi 
organizations throughout the islamic World.  

‘Abd al-Sattar said:

“that gave them a sense of pride, to, well, we 
can do things, we can achieve things, the Afghani 
Mujahideen who were fighting an occupying force of 
the second [strongest] military power in the world 
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that you know some people here and there will fight 
them with AK-47’s and hand grenades and defeat 
them; nobody could really imagine this! Now it 
became a reality, it was a dream that came out to 
life, and [then the thought came to us] why not do it 
somewhere else?”

the islamic Afghani groups entered Kabul, and the 
American intelligence agencies started entering into 
the affairs with their supporters from the traitors in 
the islamic World, in particular the Pakistani and 
Saudi intelligence agencies, joining the ranks of 
the Ahzab.5  Victorious factions of the Mujahideen 
also had an unhealthy desire for power expressed in 
their leaders; this started a series of bloody battles 
between the various factions, and therefore, the fruit 
of the Afghan Jihad Victory was delayed. 

Al-Ustadh, Yasir said in an interview taken place in 
2007:

“the most difficult phase for the Mujahideen is when 
they receive the reins of governing and authority in 
their hands; indeed my beard became white while 
serving as a minister in Kabul, and i consider this 
to be one of the most difficult phases in my life as 

5 Ahzab refers to the enemy, as is mentioned in the Surah al-Ahzab.

this caused me to relinquish my position. When the 
Jihadi movement reaches to the phase of leadership, 
then it will experience the most difficult of phases; 
all other phases are indeed easier than this phase, 
because it is in this position in which the doors of 
fitnah open up to the person, from the aspect of 
the self with aid from the Shayateen of humans 
and Jinn, thus then the battles are very numerous 
indeed! You have battles with the self, political 
battles, battle of seeking knowledge, economic 
battle, and various other problems, and so firmness 
in this phase is difficult. And among the things that 
cause much turmoil and fitnah is the absence of one 
Ameer in control, whom everyone listens to and 
obeys. ﴾And obey Allah and the messenger 
and do not differ so you will fail and loose 
your victory and be patient, indeed Allah 
is with those who are patient﴿ (al-Anfal: 46). 
And especially when it comes to getting involved 
politically with a number of countries without 
one Ameer, it may be possible to live tranquilly 
amongst each other, but to have numerous armies 
without the leadership of one Ameer in charge, this 
is catastrophic and will lead to internal turmoil. 
And so my advice to all of the Jihadi groups in the 
islamic World: the political leadership can allow 
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numerous individuals to be placed in charge, but 
the military branch does not accept this sort of 
assignment. they either get together under the 
leadership of one military leader, or it will result in 
fighting between each other, and if muslim blood is 
spilt in fighting each other, it is a huge sin from the 
Greatest of Sins, so how can our Lord then give us 
victory and security? then Allah will leave them to 
attend to their own matters, and they will get lost as 
many of such people have gotten lost in the past”. 

therefore, many of the Mujahideen decided to leave 
the fitnah of internal strife that was talking place, 
and among such individuals was the Shaykh Abu 
Layth, who took some of his brothers from Jama’at 
Al-Muqatilah and immigrated to Sudan.  

Shaykh Abu Yahya Al-Libi said:

“So when many Jihadi factions left the 
Afghani battlefields fearing lest they fall 
into the fitnah of internal muslim strife, 
Shaykh Abu Layth was among them 
and took his brother to Sudan in 1993.  
in Sudan, he was preparing himself 
for entering Libya and carrying out 
operations to initiate the Jihadi 
movements once again and 
start the process of removing 
the current regime of 
Apostasy (riddah). A regime 
in which it has attacked 
a muslim population, 
removed its riches, 
destroyed its religion 
and livelihood, 
and there has not 
remained a single 
matter of religious 
creed, whether 
small or large, that 
was made fun of. So 
every musim who is 
jealous of his religion, 
he should find within 
himself a desire to support 
a revolution for his cause, 
any movement to remove 
such an evil tyrant as 
this Murtad dictator 
who continues to attack 
the muslims in that 

country.

thus the Shaykh Abu Layth, may Allah have mercy 
on him, after the ‘Aqeedah of Jihad became firm as 
stone in his heart, and he understood the meaning 
of sacrifice, and the meaning of taking an initiative, 
he saw hope in reviving the Jihad in Libya, despite 
the small number of Mujahideen, and the pressures 
placed against them. Despite the strength of their 
adversaries, and the military hardware that they have 
which they utilize to wage war against Allah, after 
all of this he felt or knew that the victory is only 
by the hands of Allah. And if the person prepares 
himself in whatever physical manner possible, and 
with that which Allah has given him of resources, 
he has fulfilled his duty, and there lies nothing after 
that except for rushing to the battlefields of Jihad, 
and talking part in killing the enemies of Allah”. 
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When one looks at the current climate 
of the muslims, it is hard to ignore 
how the mentality has slowly shifted 

in favor of the jihadi’s through the media jihad 
efforts. ten to twenty years ago, there was no such 
thing as a ‘media jihad’ except for a few magazines 
and scattered video clips. today, this ‘media jihad’ 
has developed into such an authoritative form of 
warfare against its foes that the calls to counter-
insurgency from the think-tanks of the West have 
to this day, failed to conquer the ever-growing 
media insurgency. this is due to the relentless 
efforts of the media jihadi’s in getting the word 
out. in the online world, they thrive on the forums 
and continue to build up the jihadi blogosphere. 
their forums are the source of the online network 
whereas the blogs play a role of either backing up 
important and pertinent posts from the forums 
or contain the works of individual writers and 
thinkers that comment on current day events related 
to the global Jihad. in the offline world however, 
their media jihad efforts are not as relentless as it is 
limited to personal invitations, and sending videos 
to prominent Arabic news stations such as al-Jazeera, 
and this is chiefly due to security factors that could 
compromise the efforts. in the ever-evolving 
counter-terrorism operations led by the United 
States, we see that al-aa’idah and those associated 
with them continue to adopt fresh tactics and 
strategies to keep themselves safe and off the radars 

of America’s power whilst targeting the feeble areas 
of their enemies as is evident in As-Sahab’s releases. 
the lesson learned from this is educating oneself on 
the constants and variables of America’s strategy by 
staying updated; also, it is to ‘prepare for the worst’ 
outcome when learning about the fresh paradigm 
shifts in stratagem. this has some overall success in 
the playing field since the US has not been able to 
capture the two heads of al-aa’idah, nor are they 
able to defeat them and the taliban on the ground. 
What this leads us into is questioning if whether or 
not the media jihadi’s have taken the same approach. 
in addition, we take a look at those jihad movements 
who have not yet jumped the bandwagon of the 
media jihad. 

On and off, there have been rumors of Obama’s 
government having full control over the internet, 
thus turning it off when they feel threatened. 
Although, this is in reference to those who desire to 
hack the Pentagon and steal pertinent information, 
it should come as no surprise that they might 
apply this same principal to forums and websites 
supportive of jihad. that leads us to the question 
of what are the steps to take to protect the online 
media jihad. i will keep in mind the worst of 
scenarios where the internet is completely empty 
of jihadi websites due to a heavy attack by the US 
Government. they are as follows:
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1.   Backup 
all data. it is 
important to purchase 
an external hard drive that 
generally exceeds 1tB. this high 
amount is great because it allows for the data 
to continuously grow for months or even years 
without requiring the purchase of a new drive. this 
is only so for those who have a lot of material and 
works. As for those that don’t have much, settling 
with anything less than a terabyte is up to them. the 
data should either be backed up on a daily basis or a 
weekly basis, depending on the quantity. 

2. Backup data on multiple hard drives. in Computer 
Security courses, we are taught that it is not 
sufficient to purchase a single hard drive and depend 
on that. Rather, it is much safer to purchase multiple 
drives and copy the data to each one of them. 

3. Storing data in different localities. What if a fire 
ensues at the location of your hard drive and it is 
burned in the process? it is important to store the 
hard drives in different locations, far from each 
other. One drive can be at a person’s house, another 
drive can be at his friend’s house, another drive can 
be well-hidden in an area which is empty of people, 
and so on.

4. Making multiple websites and coordinating with 
brothers to make backups online. Keep these backup 
websites as private as possible until the need arises 
for them to go public. 

5. Flood non-jihadi Islamic forums with jihadi 
material. ‘Ghazwatul Youtube’ was a successful 
project as we can see today. the brothers on 
the forums should coordinate their next online 
Ghazawaat by joining a forum in the hundreds, 
and flooding the forum with posts on jihad. even 
if the Administrators delete all these posts one-

by-one, there will be a sentiment amongst forum 
members – especially if it’s a popular forum that has 
thousands of members – that their administrators 
are hiding interesting and vital information. the 
posting though should start off as less-jihadi and 
slowly move – in a few weeks time – to a strictly 
jihadi outlook. So for instance, the posts should be 
on Gaza, what the ‘Ulema have said from around the 
world, the oppression of the israeli’s and so forth. 
eventually, it should come to the point of posting 
videos from As-Sahab media and other jihadi media 
outlets.    

6. Flood non-jihadi Islamic blogs with jihadi 
material. the method and approach should 
be similar to the aforementioned point, 

however should be done with caution since the 
Administrators usually have access to the posters iP 
Address and can report them. the same is for the 
forums. therefore, one should exercise caution and 
use a strong proxy service to cover their traces. 

earlier, i mentioned that the offline media jihad is 
hardly used due to its security issues. however, if 
the online media jihad comes to a halt, we should 
attempt our best to bring the material to the masaajid 
by visiting ones which we have never gone to for 
prayers. 

When we turn to the media jihad of geographical 
locations, currently As-Sahab media stands as the 
champion of jihadi media. this is due to their high 
quality cameras, experienced use in professional 
video developing programs, access to important 
jihadi figures, quality translations, patient video 
uploading personnel, it security and networking 
personnel, staying up-to-date on current events 
through the media outlets, relevancy in message to 
the international occurrences, media coordinators, 
and genius media strategists. thus, the jihad 
movements around the world should learn from 
As-Sahab’s successes and implement whatever 
they can to make their media apparatus a bliss. 
From my observations, it appears that only two 
jihad movements in their respective geographical 
locations have taken advantage of this and have 
been the most consistently successful ones out 
of the rest in emulating this. they are Shabab al-
Mujahideen’s media sector and al-Qaa’idah in islamic 
maghreb’s (Aim) media sector. When al-Shabab 
started out in Somalia, their videos were of low to 
medium quality and the presentation styles were 
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unsatisfactory although i’m sure the media jihadi’s 
worked very hard; and their immense reward is with 
Allah alone. eventually, they started adopting many 
of the components of As-Sahab media’s method 
such as using better cameras, gaining experience in 
professional video making program(s), and much 
more. Aim which was previously known as 
GSPC (the Salafist Group for Call and Combat) had 
mostly medium quality releases. After they officially 
merged with al-Qaa’idah in 20061, their media 
releases very quickly improved and this is probably 
because al-Qaa’idah’s media sector members within 
As-Sahab had visited the Aim or taught Aim’s 
media jihadi’s through some other means.      

As these methods are now being slowly adopted 
by some media jihadi’s that are both directly and 
indirectly associated with any particular jihad 
movement, the message is becoming increasingly 
clear: if the media jihadi’s don’t put great effort into 
their releases, then it can either turn people away (in 
boredom and complete un-attraction) or it can hurt 
their image. We’ll take a look at two jihadi media 
outlets in particular: the media jihad in Chechnya 
and the media jihad in Pakistan. 

THE MEDIA JIHAD IN CHECHNyA:

the media sector in Chechnya was actually one of 
1 See http://www.csmonitor.com/2006/1003/p05s01-woaf.htm. 

the pioneers in the jihadi media. the latest 
releases showing Khattab and 
Basayev, may Allah have mercy upon 

him, and the ‘Jaheem al-Roos’ (Russian 
hell) series had a role in setting the 
bar in the jihadi media. Al-oqaz’s 
media sector played a major role in 

this effort. eventually, after the 
death of the heroic champions 
Khattab and Basayev, the jihadi 
media in Chechnya started 
to lose the attraction it once 

had. Noticeably, the quality of their videos were 
either cell phone recorded or recorded from a low 
quality camera. in most cases, the ‘beautification’ 
in their videos had drastically decreased. here 
i would like to mention a few points regarding 
this ‘beautification’ and the practices that need 
to be avoided as well as those that need to be 
implemented. 

a) it is always good to see what ‘normal life’ is like 
for the Mujahideen, but it has come to the point 
where the media that comes out from there focuses 
on this more than the fighting itself. in fact, many 
brothers have openly expressed their disapproval 
of the Mujahideen in Chechnya for posing in both 
group and individual pictures and videos2.  

b) Purchase multiple high quality cameras and put 
an end to cell phone camera quality videos. 

c) if it’s not already implemented, use professional 
2 i would love to discuss this in detail, but due to the limitation of 
space, i am not able to detail this here. What can be said though is 
that posing in pictures and videos gives off the feeling that the Mu-
jahideen are not what they are supposed to be: ‘camera haya’ and ha-
tred for recognition. Only the important fighters should be shown 
such as the leaders, but even that should be limited to snapping 
images/videos which show them doing action rather than posing. in 
general, posing in front of the camera gives the impression that our 
brothers are ‘camera hungry’ which means that they are obsessed 
with getting recognized. the Mujahideen should be humble and shy 
from posing in front of the camera. 

http://www.csmonitor.com/2006/1003/p05s01-woaf.htm
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video editing software such as Adobe After effects 
& Adobe Premiere Pro. make it a point to learn 
professional video editing software, because the way 
you present yourself should reflect the struggle for 
perfection. 

d) Give your media releases a face lift by addressing 
global issues affecting the Ummah and domestic 
issues affecting the jihad in Chechnya. most of the 
brothers outside Chechnya don’t have knowledge 
regarding the inner politics and strategies affecting 
Chechnya. if we look at Aim’s media, we see that 
part of their success is presenting these issues in a 
‘documentary style’. 

e) Avoid showing the faces of sisters. Sometimes, 
we see sisters who are fighters themselves, but their 
faces are not covered. this is not correct especially 
when presenting yourselves as a pure movement 
based on the Salaf as-Salih. Learning how to blur 
their faces goes back to point C. 

f) its good that we see the Mujahideen leadership 
talking on camera quite often, but the problem is 
that the majority of people who are watching these 
videos don’t know Bosnian, Russian or Chechen. A 
translation team is always important in this day and 
age. in addition, instead of releasing the Mujahideen 
talking individually, make a professional video 
where the beginning gives a context of what he’s 
about to talk about. Use the style of interviews and 
a person asking tough and good questions pertaining 
to relevant issues.

g) if it hasn’t been already implemented, train 
brothers in the it field so they are aware of security, 
internet and networking skills that are necessary. 

THE MEDIA JIHAD IN PAKISTAN:

the Jihad in Pakistan today is of paramount 
importance; but why are we not seeing anything 
from our brother’s perspective? indeed, this is a 
great failure in the media jihad. it shows that they 
don’t take it seriously or don’t realize its importance. 
if they are actually working on it, then that’s 
different and Allah’s blessings is with them. my 
advice for the Pakistani brothers is the same as the 
Chechen brothers. in addition, i have a point to add 
for the Pakistani brothers to ponder over.

the media Jihad in Pakistan should discuss all 
controversial issues and show interviews with 

Mujahideen leaders and commanders such as Muslim 
Khan.3 A 1 hour question and answer session with 
muslim Khan – where he is asked good and tough 
questions – will answer more questions than 20 
interviews with Pakistani media outlets. moreover, 
if something like that is spread throughout Pakistan, 
there’s a great chance of it changing public opinion 
on the Pakistani-taliban. it’s a good strategy to use 
Khan as a spokesperson that can be reached by media 
outlets, but 99% of these outlets either defame the 
image of taliban or they don’t show the full picture.  

the point is that the brothers have to start from 
somewhere to get their message out to the world 
and stop relying on anyone. Sufi Muhammad, may 
Allah preserve him, is leading the most powerful 
revolution in Pakistan today; giving him a voice as 
well as those gallant leaders under him will not only 
give a major face lift to the movement, but it can 
magnetize popular support and immense respect. 

    

3 As-Sahab media did conduct an interview with mullah Nazeer 
Ahmad and showed some fighting footage in Pakistan, but their 
overall focus is the Jihad in Afghanistan. the Pakistani brothers 
should not rely on As-Sahab’s efforts.
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Ribaat needs patience, preparation, and a strong 
will that will break your enemy’s will to 

continue the conflict. Due to the hardship of having 
to be stationed at a post for long periods guarding 
the frontlines, spending the nights awake waiting to 
ambush an enemy, the rewards for it are immense. 
the messenger of Allah, may Allah’s peace and 
blessings be upon him, said: “Being stationed for 
a day in the cause of Allah is better than the 
world and everything on it”.1 Being stationed 
requires that one has great balance, speed, good 
judgment and leg strength. Ribaat can be either 
in the day or night but i will focus on the more 
difficult of the two, the night. 

Physical Preparation

Ribaat can be practiced by going out with muslim 
associates and camping in the wilderness and 
guarding throughout the night changing shifts 
between one another. it is also good practice for the 
harsh conditions you could face in the future. Sleep 
and tiredness are the biggest factors that make Ribaat 
during the night extremely difficult and one can 
overcome them by using the same techniques used 
to help one pray the night prayers:

1. Not eating and drinking a lot, so that one is not 
overcome by sleep. As some have said: “Do not eat a 
lot, so that you do not have to drink a lot and sleep 

1 Sahih al-Bukhari.

a lot!”

2. taking an afternoon nap, so as to help oneself 
with it. And also sleeping early to wake up early 
(i.e., not sleeping late or spending time after ‘Isha 
drinking tea and talking).

3. Sinning as little as possible during the day, for 
sinning causes the heart to harden and prevents it 
from receiving mercy.2

4. Protection of the heart from innovation, hatred 
towards muslims and superfluous worldly concerns. 

5. Fear of sins and death and short hopes keep the 
heart alive, so that when the servant thinks about 
pits of the hellfire and people’s condition in the 
hereafter, his sleep immediately disappears. 

6. Knowing the virtues of Ribaat, as related in 
ur’anic verses and traditions of the Prophet, until 
that knowledge intensifies one’s hope and longing 
for its reward, and when that state is achieved, one’s 
desire for higher levels in Paradise will also increase.

Also one needs to have sharp eyes and ears during 
those dark nights. the eyes will adjust and one can 
practice when camping but should focus more on 
his ears. have a companion blindfold the Murabit 

2 Shaykh Ahmed Fareed, ‘Factors that Facilitate Performance Of 
the Night Prayer’, http://www.islamicawakening.com/viewarticle.
php?articleiD=134.   

http://www.islamicawakening.com/viewarticle.php?articleID=134
http://www.islamicawakening.com/viewarticle.php?articleID=134
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and have him move around in varying places; have 
one of the brothers make a sound while the Murabit 
identifies his position while having them mark down 
how many the Murabit gets right.

Mental Preparation

Along with physical preparation, one needs to be 
able to respond to an emergency quickly and to be 
clear minded during times of panic. the Murabit 
needs to have knowledge and good judgment to 
bring out the best results.

i recommend taking:

•	 timed tests, both academic and also sports 
wise. this will help one think on their feet 
and gives the edge one needs. 

•	 An introductory business class to help ones 
coordination and management skills.

•	 time to sit with the scholars and righteous 
people to learn from their manners and their 
amazing abilities to deal with hard situations 
and take control when people panic.

Exercises and Activities

the Murabit needs to be quick on his feet and needs 
to master the art of ambushing the enemy and using 
retreatment as a strategy of war. Some activities and 
exercises one can do include:

•	 Running timed 20 yards and 40 yards sprints

•	 Biking in hilly areas or high altitudes

•	 hiking

•	 Running in the sand or water

•	 Walking and jogging in the early 
mornings before Fajr to help get 
used to the dark and conquer 
any fears one may have

•	 Swimming laps

•	 Jump Rope Series: this 
include 10 normal jump ropes, 
10 on only the left foot and vice versa, 20 
jumping back and forth while roping, 30 
sprinting while jump roping and 10 jumping 
in a square while roping

•	 Bear Crawls: crawling on hands while 
keeping the body above the ground

•	 Running suicide laps; running from one end 
to another for about 20 times (back and forth 
counting as 1 lap)

•	 Step ups: stepping up and down with 
dumbbells on an elevated surface like a low 
table or chair



61Jihad Recollections | May 2009

To Download, Click Here:
http://www.fileflyer.com/view/gbbo8BW



62 Jihad Recollections | May 2009

Physical training has to be well thought-out 
to make the exercises realistic and relevant to 
the contemporary open fronts. the spiritual 
preparations are many and volumes have been 
written elsewhere, however for many contemplating 
hijrah and jihad, there is also a psychological barrier. 
this barrier is linked to the spiritual preparation 
but it is pertinent to mention it separately. this 
psychological barrier is the perceived hardship; it’s 
easy for the Mutadarriboon (those in training for 
jihad) to get motivated and claim they can handle 
anything. Unfortunately sometimes when they 
really reflect on the actuality of living in the snow 
or desert and walking for miles every day in the 
mountains, they give in, when really these exploits 
are achievable with proper preparation, which must 
include consistent physical and mental conditioning.

Walking long distances at a swift yet steady pace 
should be a regular fundamental part of every 
training program. this can be made more realistic 
by hiking in the wilderness and wearing an 
encumbrance like a rucksack. the Mutadarriboon 
residing in the Western cities should try to get out 
in the rough country regularly to get used to the 
environment, and when training in the urbanized 

areas, walk in places 
that are irregular, 
going over hills and up 
stairwells. Diversifying 
the distance, terrain and 
surface one walks on 
and varying the pace 

between quick walk and running is crucial for a high 
state of endurance.

in addition to the varying terrain, exercising in 
undesirable weather conditions is required. the 
Mujahideen never cease operations because of 
weather; in fact they sometimes take advantage of 
these conditions to attack the enemies of islam who 
would also be in an uncomfortable situation. So the 
Mutadarriboon must fortify their constitution and 
prepare for hardship by doing things like training 
outside in the cold mornings, going for a run during 
rain or walk in the snow and the searing summer 
day. Of course they should dress appropriately with 
cold weather gear and carry water for hydration 
during the hot days, in order to not bring harm to 
themselves. the Mutadarriboon must exert effort in 
preparation whilst taking precaution against injuring 
themselves in the process.

the identity security can be essential in the field 
and the Ameer may order that faces be covered, be it 
by ski mask, kuffayah or turban. Coordination and 
dexterity are generally effected and some may find 
it difficult to breath.  Coordination can be practised 
at home easily, and should be avoided at all costs 
in public grounds. if the Mutadarriboon consider it 
an important part of the theatre they are going to 
then they can wear it when exercising and doing 
household chores; this will also benefit them because 
they will have to learn how to tie the kuffayah firmly.

For those currently unable to train with weapons, 
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they must prepare themselves for when they are able 
to. A typical Kalashnikov weighs between 7 and 9 
pounds depending on the variant and a PK weighs 
16 to 20 pounds1. the Mutadarriboon should practice 
going from prone (lying down) to crouching and 
standing with a heavy stick, iron bar or a bar bell 
with no weights. Keeping in mind that weapons can 
be damaged by rough treatment, thus trainees must 
learn to change stance efficiently. From videos or 
military manuals widely available on the internet2, 
the Mutadarriboon can learn the core methods for 
taking cover, crawling and shifting posture, they can 
then realistically simulate the original methods. 

Vests worn to carry rifle magazines can be obtained 
from disposal stores or emulated by body builders 
weighted vests, which can be purchased or made 
cheaply in security conscious environments. Loaded 
magazines carried in the field for an AK weigh 
around 20 ounces each, so if a vest has four single 
magazine pockets the trainee should aim for a 
minimum 5 pound vest. Wear it whenever possible 
when doing resistance exercises in the home, or 
walking and running; one can wear it under their 
tracksuit. if the Mutadarrib opts for the original 
magazine vest he could put any weighty items in the 
pouches to imitate the original and add more realism 
to the experience.

the Mutadarriboon mindset must be switched on 
all the time, making one’s exercises and lifestyle 
realistic whilst remaining conscious of security 
precautions. it’s about getting the body and mind 
coordinated and ready for future demands, so it’s 
not necessary to train publically in a shalwar khameez 
because a loose-fitting tracksuit is sufficient and isn’t 
going to draw suspicion and attention from vigilante 
informants and law enforcement agencies. however 
the Mutadarrib should not get used to the special 
sports clothes used by modern athletes as they are 
often very impractical for field wear in some arenas, 
and they need to get used to wearing outdoor and 
military uniform style pants and long sleeved shirts, 
as that is what they may ultimately be required to 
wear.

if the Mutadarriboon think there is any jihad land that 
doesn’t involve getting dirty, muddy and wet they 
are sorely mistaken. even in urbanised theatres like 
iraq, a Mujahid may find himself passing through 
1 See http://kalashnikov.guns.ru/models/ka50.html. 
2 See http://www.globalsecurity.org/military/library/policy/army/
fm/. 

garbage dumps, construction sites and stormwater 
drains. it goes without saying that wilderness and 
rural areas have plenty of muck, undergrowth 
and soil to navigate through. it’s better for the 
Mutadarrib to get used to getting dirty now so later 
they won’t cringe.

Burpee’s with a push up3 are an outstanding all 
round exercise to include in any program. to 
complete this the Mutadarrib begins in a squatting 
position with hands on the floor, then kicks the 
feet back to a raised push up position, performs a 
complete push up then quickly returns the feet to 
the squat and from there leaps up, upon landing 
smoothly with knees bent returns to the squat 
to repeat at a quick pace, aiming for 10 to 15 
repetitions in 30 seconds. they take very little space 
and the explosive power and balance built by this 
exercise is a good all round foundation that will 
assist the Mujahid to excel in manoeuvring between 
cover and firing positions.

Operating at night is something which should also 
be practiced. the Mutadarriboon should pay attention 
to this point as some people will take a long time to 
get used to working in darkness. Start immediately 
by scheduling some regular walks after ‘isha and 
before fajr. trainees should start to learn the pattern 
of the night and pay attention to the visibility effects 
of the moon position, cycles and weather. they 
should learn how to use their eyes at night, as it can 
take up to 30 minutes to adjust to low light and even 
then the center of vision will be blurry4. 

3 See http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=c_Dq_NCzj8m. 
4 See http://www.aoa.org/x5352.xml. 

http://kalashnikov.guns.ru/models/ka50.html
http://www.globalsecurity.org/military/library/policy/army/fm/
http://www.globalsecurity.org/military/library/policy/army/fm/
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=c_Dq_NCzj8M
http://www.aoa.org/x5352.xml
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in the first issue we gave a quick overview of 
what Guerilla warfare was and how strategy is 

defined in military terms.  in this article we will 
discuss grouping and what type of military schools 
of thought will be the most effective in confronting 
colonialists. What i decided to do is to summarize a 
few chapters from a book by the Architect of Global 
Jihad himself, Abu mus’ab as-Suri, entitled, ‘The 
Global Islamic Resistance Call’.  

in chapter 8, arguably his most important chapter 
of the book, Abu mus’ab reviewed several methods 
and ways of Jihadi groups from 1963-2001. he 
had broken down all these groups and categorized 
them within three main divisions, each with a 
different method, referred to as ‘three schools of 
Jihad’.  these three schools are then looked through 
five different scopes of goals:  military, security, 
agitation/mobilization, education and political 
effects.

The first school is the school of group-type 
military organizations. this school carried the Jihadi 
ideology and worked upon that within secret means. 
the schools aim was the establishment of Shari’ah 
through an armed Jihad by toppling the existing 
regimes. Although the ideology and goal was good, 
the result was a complete failure in all five scopes:

- military defeat

- Security defeat and groups being disbanded

- Failure to mobilize the Ummah

- Failed in educating the people due to secrecy

- And failed in achieving their political goal of 
establishing the Shari’ah.

The next school is the school of open fronts and 
overt confrontations. the best examples of this type 
of school are the lands of Jihad like Afghanistan, 
Bosnia and Chechnya. the method for this school 
was a direct confrontation through tactics and 
guerilla warfare, all being directed from permanent 
bases. this school had outstanding results in several 
scopes:

- military success

- Security success

- Success in mobilizing the Ummah

- education spread through military camps

- Political failure in Bosnia and Chechnya but 
success in Afghanistan and the establishment 
of an islamic emirate.

The third school of individual terrorism is spoken 
about next. this is a school of loner or small groups 
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of people doing operations against the enemy. Abu 
mus’ab gives a few examples, which we will only 
state a few for the sake of brevity:

- Syed Nasir al-masri and his killing of a major 
Zionist Rabbi Kahne

- Ramzi Yusuf al-Balochi and the first attack 
on the World trade Center

- Sulayman Khatir al-masri who killed guards 
on the israeli border

the success rate of this school also reached several 
goals:

- military success by making the enemy fearful

- Security success

- Success in mobilizing the Ummah

- Failed in education due to the lack of a 
program

- Political failure because of no program.

From above schools and examples, the best result 
one would hope to get is from the combination of 
second and third schools.1 it appears that the first 
school is a complete failure due to the post-9/11 
global security apparatus that has come about. 
Al-Suri also concludes that with 9/11, the era of 
established military jihad camps is over and the way 
forward for the terrorists is to use mobile training 
methods such as in-house training. in their struggle, 
they will continue to use means which are secretive, 
subtle, and creative whilst using effective methods 
to strike as much pain, loss and terror to their 
adversaries. 

1 in the next issue, i wish to expound on these methods, In Sha’ 
Allah. 

To Download, Click Here:
http://www.fileflyer.com/view/aGIrsBa
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US PreSIdent BaraCk OBaMa addreSSed tUrkey’S ParlIaMent On aPrIl 6, 
2009, and further proved what al-aa’idah’s head leaders and Scholars said to be true; for if we 
have forgotten who america is, he reminded us from the very beginning of his address to them. 
Obama spoke to the Muslim world as though he were George Bush, championing wislam1 in the 
place of the Islam revealed 1400 years ago, advocating secularism, democracy, and nationalism, all 
of which are anathematic to Islam.  

the first three paragraphs of his speech were short enough as is, which is not the problem with his 
address to them. But immediately in the fourth paragraph, he started off by praising kamal ataturk, 
who single-handedly dismantled the greatest nation allah ever let exist on the face of the earth.   
1 ‘Wislam’ is a term i have chosen to describe the type of islam practiced by muslims that are considered wusses and therefore cowards; they 
compromise their religion either out of ignorance of the religion or due to misplaced Wala’ and Bara’.  
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his words were, “his greatest legacy is turkey’s 
strong, vibrant, secular democracy, and that is the 
work that this assembly carries on today.” Yes, that 
is Ataturk’s greatest legacy, but that does not make it 
a good legacy. Obama forgot that islam has no room 
for secularism. the closest islam and secularism 
can come is in the dhimam systems of dhimmi’s who 
live in an islamic jurisdiction and whose sane, 
adult, employed males pay the jizyah thereof. in 
the lives of muslims, secularism has no place, nor 
a need. Secularism is for the Jews whose laws are 
too exhaustive to be practical and for the Christians 
who recognize no divine laws after the advent of 
the messiah. he ought to have been advised by 
now that in islam, Allah is the only law-giver, and 
man-made laws must be within the framework of 
what is already legislated from on high, or they 

are invalid. But it is specifically in this promotion 
of secularism for the Jews and the Christians that 
he proves true a ur’anic verse. Which verse is 
this? Surah Baqarah, verse 120. ﴾Never will the 
Jews or the Christians be satisfied with 
you unless you follow their way (millatuhum). 
Say: “The Guidance of Allah - that is The 
Guidance.” Were you to follow their desires 
after the knowledge which hath reached you 
then you would find neither Protector nor 
helper against Allah﴿. Secularization is the way 
to which the Jews and Christians have been tricked 
by Shaytan, and to which they in turn want us to go 
after them. Secularism, for which Obama is praising 
turkey, is millatuhum, meaning “their way”, and if 
we follow them in it, they will be satisfied though 
they would respect us even less than now. Obama, 
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by praising turkey, is suggesting this to the entire 
Ummah who himself accepted no intercession where 
the punishment of Allah was set.

“At the end of World War i, turkey could have 
succumbed to the foreign powers that were trying 
to claim its territory, or sought to restore an ancient 
empire. But turkey chose a different future. You 
freed yourself from foreign control, and you 
founded a republic that commands the respect of 
the United States and the wider world”, Obama 
told the Parliament. this showed that Obama is 
willfully ignoring information about islam or he 
is ill-advised. herein he has advocated turkish 
nationalism, which was another manifestation of 
european hegemony. Were it not so, then why did 
turkey exchange the Arabic alphabet for the Latin 
alphabet and not a neutral, non-european one? 
Why did Ataturk push for turks to dress and appear 
and behave as europeans as opposed to imitating 
the kuffar outside of europe who at least were not 
associated with oppression of others? turkey did not 
overthrow a foreign power at the time of the First 
World War; it ruled over muslims who were not 
turkish, and frankly, the muslims are not foreign 
to each other in the context of a caliphate. Obama 
missed this when he was advised of protocol with 
muslims. he lied when he said that the turkish 
republic commanded the respect of the United 
States and the world. By imitating those who will 
not accept them except as alternatives to the “radical 
muslims”, they are begging for the respect of the 
US and the world, not demanding it. Someone 
obviously never told Obama that hamza ibn 
muttalib, Khalid bin Walid, and ‘Umar ibn Khattab, 
may Allah be pleased with them, were examples of 
those who demanded respect and knew how to give 
it as well. Obama himself illustrated this point when 
he said to the parliament right after that, “turkey’s 
democracy is your own achievement. it was not 

forced upon you by any outside power.” he is just 
like a slave master, petting a docile slave on his head 
and praising him for his servility only because he is 
confronted by the alternative as well, the rebelling 
captives. he reminds conscious Americans and 
Canadians of the committee that awards the Nobel 
Peace Prize, awarding it to martin Luther King, Jr., 
because they had seen the alternative presented by 
malcolm X.

Obama of all people should know that islam’s 
financial system is the one that will work to stabilize 
commerce and trade, not the current one or any 
other system concocted by man. Yet, he still told 
turkey’s Parliament, “Already, America and turkey 
are working with the G20 on an unprecedented 
response to an unprecedented economic crisis”. But 
in the next breath, he spoke of “restoring [sic] the 
flow of credit”. 

in order to illustrate the meaning of the verse 
2:120, it becomes necessary to pay attention to a 
combination of history and Obama’s sentence. “So 
let me be clear: the United States strongly supports 
turkey’s bid to become a member of the european 
Union.” turkey has sought to become officially 
a european nation since 1924 and secularization, 
but the eU has never accepted them, due to their 
religious differences and their grudge with Greece. 
turkey still has a death penalty, even for Kurds 
who resist being mistreated and want to leave 
turkey. But without even winning this approval of 
europe (the Jews and Christians) they have felt the 
helplessness of earthquakes that turned buildings 
into parking lots and left the masajid undamaged. 
in those earthquakes, they had no protector against 
Allah. Only now, long after 9/11 and the War on 
islam being well underway in its post-9/11 phase, 
does a non-european head of a very european 
state ‘support’ turkey’s bid to join the european 
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Union of nations fattened by the life-blood of other 
countries. this is the reason for which i contended 
above that Obama, despite having been raised by a 
muslim step-father, is demonstrating the truth of 
al-Baqarah, verse 120.

Obama very astutely addressed America’s own 
mistreatment of its Africans and its original 
inhabitants, the Real Americans. But he addressed 
it as an experience that entitles America to advise 
other nations or to congratulate them as he 
congratulated turkey for its improvement of its 
treatment of Kurds. however, he failed to attack 
that common problem at its root. its root is the same 
jahiliyyah from which even many muslims suffer. 
turkey’s mistreatment of the Kurds is a symptom, 
not a disease itself, and the disease from which the 
turks suffer is a belief in white supremacy, from 
which also stems their inferiority complex, from 
which also stems their mistreatment of the Kurds. 
Obama should be no stranger to this reality as well. 
As a leader aware of white supremacy as a rival 
to islam, he should not have demanded that iran 
remain free of nuclear arms when the one nuclear 

state in the middle east is the same one to which he 
promised unconditional support in his campaign: 
israel. this shows his willingness to abide by the 
same mentality that contributed to the impossibility 
he mentioned of him being President of America 
until now. israel is a european state in the middle 
east, and iran is a Persian state. the slightly higher 
melanin counts of iran’s people are the major 
difference between the countries, and yet see how he 
only fears one of them being armed.

Obama then showed his lack of knowledge of US 
history. he mentioned the “memorial of Abraham 
Lincoln, the man who freed those who were 
enslaved even after Washington led our revolution”. 
But Lincoln did not free one slave at all, even with 
the emancipation Proclamation he signed. What he 
actually did was to officially admit in that document 

that the war was over slavery, and make slavery an 
official issue of the war. By agreeing to fight slavery, 
which the free Blacks and runaway slaves actually 
fought on the ground, he guaranteed that France 
and england would never ally themselves with the 
slave-holding South. the slaves fought for their own 
freedom; Lincoln was not capable of freeing them 
even if he wanted to.

Obama then stated the common interest of the US 
and turkey in denying the “terrorists” any safe 
haven next door to turkey in iraq. he missed the 
elephant in the room, though. the terrorists already 
built a safe haven in iraq as they fight the mujahideen! 
they named it the Green Zone! So when he said, 
“there is no excuse for terror against any nation”, 
he showed his hypocrisy after he has already pledged 
his support to israel in front of AiPAC during his 
campaign! he already promised to aid one nation, 
israel which has no right to exist, in its terrorizing 
of a neighboring nation of which israel should be a 
jizyah-paying dependency. 
he means one thing 
and says another, and 

according to a muslim or a non-muslim, that is the 
definition of a hypocrite! So when he says about 
Afghanistan and Pakistan, “the world has come too 
far to let this region backslide, and to let al-aa’idah 
terrorists plot further attacks”, why shouldn’t we 
recognize this as more of the same hypocrisy? the 
world should have come too far to let the terrorists 
of the mOSSAD and the CiA plot more attacks, 
but as the saying in Nigeria goes, “A rich man will 
always have followers”.

So therefore, when Obama says that “the United 
States is not, and will never be, at war with islam”, 
then we should know not only that he’s lying, 



70 Jihad Recollections | May 2009

but also why he’s lying. Obama closed down 
Guantanamo, but what about the political prisoners 
within the US, muslim and non alike, incarcerated 
on trumped-up charges and convictions with 
evidence of their innocence? Obama’s America is 
still at war with its own locally-made civil rights 
activists of the more militant side of the movement, 
so how is it not at war with islam when Jamil al-
Amin is sitting in a federal prison on state charges 
for policemen he never shot at? that doesn’t add up. 
even non-muslims from ‘the movement’ are still 
political prisoners in places like Angola, Louisiana. 
to go even further, non-muslims not associated 
with ‘the movement’, like troy Davis, are in prisons 
for crimes that evidence actually shows they did 
not commit, or even on evidence that would have 
never been sufficient to convict white defendants. 
if Obama is not pardoning them after decades of 
prison and shoddy evidence against them, then 
why would he not be at war with the last resistance 
movement to the complete domination of Western, 
white supremacist, capitalist hegemony? he has 
yet to look after the interest of African Americans 
who are not muslim. to not be at war with islam, 
he would have to withdraw troops from all muslim 
lands, allow the Shari’ah to be implemented by who 
everyone else calls the ‘radicals’ and the ‘extremists’, 
stop supporting any anti-Shari’ah movements in 
the muslims lands, and then withdraw all support 
from israel so they may be easily overrun and 
absorbed by the islamic caliphate to pay jizyah, or 
be driven into the ocean. Anything less and he’s at 
war with islam. Well, he has continued the previous 
presidents’ policies of doing the exact opposite. So 
had Obama meant it when he said, “We will listen 
carefully, we will bridge misunderstandings, and we 
will seek common ground. We will be respectful, 
even when we do not agree”, then he would not 
have dropped bombs on muslims in Pakistan in his 
first ten days in office. had he meant it, then he 
would have told the Ummah at his inauguration, 
“Under my administration, we will not fight you, 
and we will trade fairly with you, our resources 
for your resources”. then, he would have done so. 
he would have withdrawn troops from iraq AND 
Afghanistan; he would have admitted that America 
started this fight with her support of that one 
nuclear power in the region, the real terrorist, israel. 
had he meant what he said, he would have said that 
he will no longer allow aid to support the dictators 
of muslim lands, and he’d leave them to the muslim 

masses to face their due. then he would have cut 
off the aid and watched as hosni, King ‘Abdullah, 
and their likes were torn down from their thrones 
and ripped apart by the people they had previously 
repressed. had he really meant what he said, then 
he would only said this after admitting that America 
was wrong and he wanted to right those wrongs 
as someone who knew what it was like to be 
disadvantaged and oppressed. 

Now that we are clear that he does not mean what 
he says, will we fill in the blanks about what he 
actually does mean using what he has done, or will 
we continue to applaud him while he lies to us? Will 
we now withdraw our support of him and return to 
the islam of muhammad, peace be upon him, or will 
we support one of our enemies and thereby become 
our own enemies in the process?
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Picture Flash

[Jihad Rally in Pakistan for Pakistani Taliban]

[Taliban video shows American Helicopter hit with RPG and later falls]

Picture Flash is a collection of photos showing significant events around the world.
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